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i = ing what was called the Ashburton treaty. The 
Committee on Foreign Affairs had charge of the 
ral subjec’, by the reference to them of a por- 
tion of the President’s message at the commence. 
he De. ment of the session, and particularly by the reier- 
alder MIME once of the message communicating the treaty. 
Second The commitiee had, therefore, reported this bill for 
d tead. MME ye purpose of carrying into effec: those provisions 
of the treaty which required the legislation of Con- 
Of the HE gress. The sixth article was as follows: 
ing the ‘qt is furthermore understood and agreed, that for the pur- 
0 What ofrunning and tracing those parts of the line between the 
warce of the Sc. Croix and the St. Lawrence rivers, waich will 
li wire to be run and ascertained, and for marking the residue 
g to of said line by proper monuments on the land, two commission- 
ersshall be appointed—one by the President of the United States 
ase tp pyand with the advice and consent of the Senate thereof, anc 
j one by het Britannic Majesty; and the said commissioners shall 
Ig ex. meet at Bangor, in the State of Maine, on the Ist day of May 
it. next, oras soon thereafter as may be, and shall proceed to mark 
Was the lineabove described from the source of the St, Croix to the 
river St. John; and shall trace on proper maps the dividing line 
: along said river, and along the river St. Francis to the outlet of 
Sines Lake Pohenagamook; and trom the outlet of the said Jake, they 
nd the shall ascertain, fix, and mark, by proper and durable monu- 
ments upon the land, the line described in the first article of 
this treaty; and the said Commissioners shal] make to each of 
Privaie their respective Goveruments a joint report or declaration, un- 
act der their hands and seals, designating such line of beundary; 
. a. andshall accompany said report or declaration with maps cer- 
Wilbin tified by them to be true mapa of the new boundary.” 


In looking at the treaty, it was found that not 
only the 6'h article, but others, required appropria- 
tious to carry them into effeci; but for one of the 
other articles the Committee of Ways and Means 
had already reported an appropriation of $300,000 


Unica. in the general appropriation bill, viz: to pay and 
20, ale satisfy the States of Maine and Massachusetts for 
r Smit the expenses incurred by them in protecting and 
and re ae Surveying the disputed territory. It was found, 
however, by reference to the rules of ihe House, 
a, that the Committee of Ways and Means were pro- 
he joint hibited from including in the general appropriation 
-arolina bills any appropriations for carrying treaties into 
in that HM effect. Therefore there were two appropriations to be 
made under that article; and it would be found, 
Military He on referring to the rules of the House, that there 
charged me was a rule providing that an appropriation for 
ition of HMB carrying out a treaty shall not be included in the 
st of the HME general appropriation bill. The rule is in these 
; which words: 

“In preparing bills of appropriation for other objects, the 
tee, re Committee of Ways and Means shall not include appropria- 
he pay: tions for carrying Out treaties made by the United States; and 

: where an appropriation bil! shall be referred to them for their 
led into consideration, which contains appropriations for carrying a 


treaty into effect, and for other objects, they shall propose such 
amendments as shall prevent appropriations for carrying a 
treaty into effect being included in the same bill with appropria- 
tions for other objects.”’ 

Tous it became necessary that all appropriations 
for carrying out treaties should be made in sepa- 
rate bills; and in this case it was deemed judicious 
todo it in the bill providing for the appointment 
of acommissioner. The committee had also fur- 
her,in the execution of the treaty, thought it 
proper to insert the 6 hsection, for the provision of 
asquadron forthe coast of Africa. That section 
isin these words: 


nl “Sac. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
n Na duty of the President of the United States, in the execution of 
plutions; the provisions of the 8th article of said treaty, to apply so much 
red: of the naval appropriations as may be necessary therefor to the 
rot preparation, equipment, and maintenance of the naval force 
|. Lewis; herein stipulated to be employed on the coast of Africa by the 
United States,” 
le. As this bill contained appropriations he moved 
ittee, te HE that it be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
the cot- HME 00 the state of the Union, in the usual course. 
nsacola; Mr.C. J. INGERSOLL inquired if there was 
any report accompanying the bill. 
on For- Mr. CUSHING replied that there was not a re- 
ch of the BAB Port; but he would state that it was contemplated to 
States 88 HE Dake a report, which would be presented before 
Jand, Te- the bill came up for consideration. 
o effec Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL was understood to in: 
quire the nature of ihe report. 
se would Mr. CUSHING replied that he would only yet 
pexectl ME *4y that there would be a report. 


Afier a few words of conversation and explana- 
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tion between Mr. FILLMORE and Mr. CUSH- | 
ING, the motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER then continued the call for re- 
ports, and the following were presented: 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS, from the Committee 
on the Territories, reporied a bill entitled ‘An act 
making appropriation for a law library for the 
use of the court of appeals for the Territory of 
Fiorida;” which was read twice, and committed. 

He also reported a bill making appropriations 
for completing the public buildings of Florida; 
which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. STALEY N. CLARKE, from the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for 
the rejief of Samuel Edgecomb; which was read 
twice, and committrd. 

And, also, a bill graniing a pension to David 
Munn. 

Mr. BABCOCK reported a bill for the relief of 
Jacob Miller; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. GORDON, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made divers adverse reports. 

Mr. READ, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report in the case of Peter W. Short. 

Mr. STRATTON was also understood to make 
an adverse report on the case of James Stevens. 

Mr. McKENNAN moved that the Committee 
on Roads and Canals be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of a petition for a harbor at 
Racine, and that it be referred to the Committee 
on Commerce; which was agreed to. 

Mr. J. L. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, reported the Senate 
bill for the relief of the Steamtoat Company of 
Nantucke!; which was commitied to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 


FINE ON GENERAL JACKSON. 


Mr. HUNT (who was entitled to the floor dur- 
ing the morning hour, for fifteen minutes, being the 
residue of his hour, partly occupied on a previous 
day) then resumed his speech on the subject of 
General Jackson’s fine, the resolution of the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Bowne] coming up 
as the business next in order. He said his time 
was too limited to permit him to go into this sub- 
ject as he desired; but he proposed to show that, 
by the Constitution of the United States, and the 
laws on the’ subject, Judge Hall was justified in 
the course he took; that he was bound to issue the 
writ as he did; and that he was equally bound, in 
reference to the dignity and the integrity of his 
court, to punish as for contempt, and to punish 
summarily. The first authority to which he would 
ca!l the attention of the House was the third arti- 
cle of the treaty of Paris of April 30, 1803—the 
treaty by which this country obtained what is now 
Louisiana: 

‘Aart. 3. The inhabitants of the ceded territory shall be in- 
corporated in the Union of the United States, and admitted, as 
soon as possible, according to the principles of the Federal 
Constitution, to the enjoyment of all the rights, advantages, 
and immunities of citizens of the United States; and, in the 
meantime, they shall be maintained and protected in the free 
enjoyment of their liberty, property, and the religion which 
they profeas.” 

The next authority to which he asked the atter- 
tion of the House, was the act of the 8.h of April, 
1812, admitting Louisiana into the Union. The 
second section of that act provides as follows: 


“And that all the laws of the United States, not locally inap- 
plicable, shall be extended to the saic tes, and shall have the 
same force and effect within the same, as elsewhere within the 
United States.” 


Now, what were the laws of the United States, 
that, by the article of the treaty of Paris, and the 
act admitting Louisiana into the Union, were to 
extend and eperate over that State? The art of 
1789, commonly called the jadiciary act, showed 
what some of them were; and, amongst them, 
there was a law extending to the inhabitants of 
that State the writ of habeas corpus. He asked the 
attention of gentiemen to the 141b and 17th sections 
of the judiciary act of 1789. The 14th section 
was in these words: 
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“Thatall the beforementioned courts of the United States 
shall have power to issue writs of scire facias, habeas co a, 
and all other writs not specially provided for by atarute, which 
may be necessary for the exercise of theit respective juriadic- 
tions, and agreeable to the principles and usages of law; and 
that either of the justices of the Supreme Court, as well ae 
judges of the district courts, shall have power to grant writs of 
habeas corpus for the purpose of an inquiry into the cause of 
commitments.” 


The 17th section contained these words: 

“That all the said courts, &c. shall have power, &c, and te 
punish, by fine or imprisonment, at the discreuon of said 
courts, all contempts of authority in any cause or hearing be- 
fore the same.”’ 

These 14th and 17th sections were expressly ex- 
tended to Louisiana by the treaty to which he had 
called the atteation of the House, and by the act 
of 1812, from which he had already quoted; and 
yet the gentleman from Pennsylvania had said 
that there was no law there in force but the laws 
of Spain or Portugal, and France. 

But, in this connexion, be referred to the 4th ar- 
ticle of the Constitution of the United States, which, 
of itself, would settle this question. The 4th sec- 
tion of the 4th article of the Constitution bas these 
words: 

“The United States shall guaranty to every State in the 
Union a republican form of government, and shall protect each 
of them against invasion,” 

And now he would say a word to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. C. J. INaerso.u] re- 
specting the case of Judge Peck, which, probably, 
gave rise to the act of 1831. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania would not find, from the begin- 
ning to the end of the proceedings in that case, 
(and the managers appointed on the part of this 
House were men of the highest abilities,) that it 
was assumed or admitted that in any other case 
than that under consideration could Judge Peck 
have been subjected toimpeachmem. Judge Peck 
had undertaken to punish as for contempt when 
the case was one of libel; but it was not admitted 
that in any other class of cases he could have been 
subject to impeachment. And he (Mr. H.) should 
like to know if, anywhere, contempt was pupisha- 
ble with the intervention of a jury? The genile- 
man from Pennsylvania had referred to the act of 
1831, in the course of his observations, and, there- 
fore, he (Mr. H.) would briefly allude to it. 


In consequence of the act of Judge Peck, the 
Legislature of the country passed a law, pointing 
out the future limits within which judges should 
confine themselves; but, on looking over that law, 
he found that it expressly recognised the case exist- 
ing before Judge Hall, and only went to strip judges 
of the power which Judge Peck exercised—ot pun- 
ishing as for contempt libel committed out of his 
court. With the permission of the House, he 
would read the first section of the act of March 2, 
1831, which was passed in consequence of the act 
of Judge Peck. It wasas follows: 

“That the power ofthe several courteof the United States to 
issue attachments and inflict summary punishments for. con- 
tempts of court, shall not be construed to extend to any Cases ex- 
cept the misbehavior ofany person or persons in the presence 
of the said courts, or so near thereto as to obstruct the adminis- 
tration of justice; the misbehavior of any of the officers of the 
said courts in their official transactions; and the disobedience 
or resistance by any officer of the said courta, party, juror, wit- 


ness, or any other person or persons, to ary lawful writ, pro- 
cess, order, rule, decree, or command of the said courts.”’ 





Now, with what face could the gentleman from 
Virginia say that, in the act of 1831, there was any 
condemnation of the course pursued by Judge 
Halli? He (Mr. Hunt) submited, then, that, both 
by the Constitution and the laws of this country, 
Judge Hall was bour.d, or he would have violated 
his oath of office, to issue the writ, and to punish 
contempt summarily and without the intervention 
of a jury. 

Here the gentleman’s hour expired, and Mr. 
BOTTS obtained the floor. 

Mr. FILLMORE requested the gentleman from 
Virginia to give way, for a motion either to take a 
the question of reconsideration of the vote by whi 
the bankrupt repeal bill was passed, or to go inio 
Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER iaformed the gentleman from 
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New York that there were various Senate bills on 
the table, and also several Executive messages, the 
disposal of which he suggested. 

The several! Senate bills were accordingly read 
twice, and committed; and the Executive messages 
were presented to the House, and appropriately re- 
fontek Of the Executive communications, there 
were the following: 

A communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, transmitting the report of the surveyor gen- 
eral of Arkansas and the Territories of Wisconsin 
aud Fiorida. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
showing the number of officers, &c, at the port of 
New York on the Ist Jaly, 1828, and the Ist Jan- 
uary, 1842, and the amount of revenue at those 
two periods. 

Likewise, a report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, in answer to a resolution of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the Ilth January, 1843, in refer- 
ence to goods lost by fire in the public stores of 
New York. 

The SPEAKER also submitted a communica- 
tion from the War Department, in answer to a 
resolution of the House adopted on the 14th ult., 
calling for a survey in Florida: referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MATHIOT, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Nancy Wilson: twice read, and referred to the 
Commitiee of the Whole House. 


REPEAL OF THE BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr, FILLMORE called up the bill for the re- 
peal of the bankrupt law, which was passed by the 
House, but still on the Speaker’s table, in conse- 
quence of a motion of reconsideration made by the 
gentleman from Iadiana, [Mr. Prorrir.} 

Mr. CUSHING, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the House at length, in reply to the re- 
marks made by various gentlemen, during the last 
three weeks in relation to the present Administra- 
tion. He commenced by remarking that the Pres- 
sident of the United States was accused of obstruct- 
ing the passage of Whig measures of relief, and 
was charged with uncertainty and vacillation of 
purpose. As these charges had been made against 
the President, he felt it to behis duty to ask the 
country who was chargeable with vacillation and 
uncertainty of purpose, and the destraction of 
measures of relief? Who were they who, with sac- 
rilegious hands, were seeking to expunge the last 
measure of the “‘ill-starred” extra session from the 
statate-books? Forty-seven Whigs, he answered, 
associated with the Democratic party in the House, 
and formed a coalition to blot out that measure. 
[Laughter, and cries of ““Good.”] He repeated it: 
forty-seven Whigs formed a coalition with the 
Democrats to expunge all the remains of the extra 
session which existed. For three weeks past, 
there had been constantly poured forth the most 
eloquent denunciations of the President, of the 
Secretary of State, and of himself. He might 
imagine, as was said by Warren Hastings when 
such torrents of denunciation were poured out up- 
on him, that there was some foundation for the 
imputation of the orators. He should inquire into 
the merits of the political questions, and into the 
accusations made against him. He was told that 
he had thrown a firebrand into the House —that he 
had brought a tomahawk here. He denied it. 
He had done no such thing. It was not true that 
he commenced the debate which was carried on; 
and when gentlemen said that he had volunteered 
remarks out of the regular order, in reply to the 
gentleman from“Tennessee, [Mr. Arnoxp,] he told 
ihem that they were not judges. His mode of de~ 
fence was counter-attack, and it was for him to 
judge of the argument. If he carried the war into 
the enemy’s camp, the responsibilty was with 
those who commenced the attack. 

It was arrogated to themselves by the Whigs, 
that they possessed the exclusive license of atiack, 
and that the friends of the Adminisiration must 
not stand up and defend themselves. According 
to these gentlemen, he must not resist the altacks 
made upon him. He understood his rights; and if 
gentlemen would assail the Administration—if they 
would pour out frantic abuse upon it, it was his 
right, te reply, whenever his convictions of duty 
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enabled him. In doing this, he had held up a magic 
mirror tothe country. He had placed before the 
Honse the means by which members could read 
their own hearts. When gentlemen undertook to 
arraign him for alleged sins against the Constitu- 
tion and the form of our Government, and put up- 
on him an imputation which could not be found in 
his speech, and which he challenged them to justi- 
fy by pointing out one sentence,—when gentlemen 
come here into the House and do this, he declared 
that it was an endeavor to pass upon the country 
the false coin of political profession. Was there 
any one who would say that, of 242 members of 
this House, every man was free from political mo- 
tives in his conduct? He repelled the charges 
which they made upon him and upon the Admin- 
istration; and he should endeavor to show that they 
proceeded only from interested motives, whether 
of fame, wealth, power, or anything else by which 
men were banded together as parties. What was 
a party? He defined a party to be an association 
of men seeking to get power. 

When they talked of principles, what did they 
mean? The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Mar- 
SHALL] did not develop any principles on which he 
acted. Principle with that gentleman was a meas- 
ure—the United States bank. Did the United States 
bank constitute principle? Did the sub-treasury of 
itself constitute a principle? The gentleman from 
New York [Mr. McKeon] nods assent. If sucha 
thing constituted principle, he (Mr. C.) scorned the 
idea, He did not recegnise the notion that the 
question whether the public deposites should be 
kept by a cashier or an agent, constituted a prin- 
ciple. He scorned the idea thata man should be 
called a traitor if he did not rally around the sub- 
treasury. He well understood what the gentleman 
from New Yerk [Mr. McKeon] meant by prin- 


| ciples; and that was, the restoration of the expelled 


Bourbons, and with them the revival of their repu- 
diated sub treasury—a return to power, to revenge 
themselves upon those who had an agency in their 
expulsion. Asto the principles of the gentleman 
from Kentecky, [Mr. Marsnatt] he should wait 
until that gentleman should have had an opportu- 
nity to develop them, before he made any com- 
ments. 


Thus, then, when he saw that the questions now 
agitating the country were questions of party; that 
parties were divided upon the issue of what they 
called the principles of a national bank and a sub- 
treasury, he thought it was time for the country to 
interfere, and prevent the interests of the people 
from being crushed between the upper and nether 
millstones. For presenting the true issue to the 
country, and for calling upon the House to aid the 
constiutional chief of the Government in carrying 
on the Government, he had been accused of 
offering at auction the power of the Federal 
Government! When he saw the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. R. W. THompson] occupying 
an hour in expanding a paragraph from the Globe 
into a speech,and the gentleman from New York 
responding to the strainof his argument, he was 
reminded of a portion of the funeral oration of 
Antony over Cesar, (which Mr. C. recited.) When 
he found the gentleman from Indiana taking up 
the interested lead of the Globe, and re-echoing 
the charges of the Globe, he asked himself, was 
that gentleman in favor of Mr. Van Buren for 
the Presidency? If not, he could not explain why 
that gentleman had fallen into the trap set by 
this organ of Mr. Van Buren; and it, indeed, 
seemed to him that the gentleman, and those who 
followed him, were like the wild bull in the Spanish 
shows, who rushed at the red flag neld out to him, 
whilst the matader sigod by to plunge the dagger 
in his side. 

He would ask gentlemen to consider the merits 
of this debate. What was the point in the elo- 
quent denunciations and the continued invectives 
which had been heaped upon him? He argued 
that the people of the United States were peculiarly 
a nation of political-readers, and that they prided 
themselves upon their political information; bat, in 
their reading, there was too much of party—ioo 
much of the superficial party discussions of the 
day. If aman advanced a general idea of politi- 
cal action apart from party, the people fell into 


spasms at the paradox; and the remark was ; 

diately made a subject of attack by all the —. 
pions of party. This was illustrated by the trea). 
ment of a remark made by him at the last session 
upon the exercise of the veto power by the Presi, 
dent. For weeks together, he was denounced for 
advancing the very idea which was to be found jp 
the works of Madison. But it was necessary, i 


. be made a topic of reproach against one of the 


friends of the President; and, therefore, it did no 
avail anything to show that he was right, and tha 
the very doctrine which he advanced was once y. 
tered by Henry Clay in a corresponding debate jp 
the Senate of the United States. The same line of 
debate was renewed upon him at the present 55. 
sion. 

The position of the two great parties, and those 
few who stood here to defend the acts of the Ad. 
ministration, was peculiar. Our Government was 
now undergoing a test in a new paiticular. This 
was the first time that the Administration of the 
Government had ever devolved upon the Vice 
President. Now, he had called upon the people 
and the House to adapt themselves to that contin. 
gency, and support the Constitution; for with the 
“constitutional fact” was associated the party 
fact; and whilst the President was not a party chief, 
there was a party chief of the party in power, 
The question was, whether there could be two 
Administrations—one, a constitutional Administra. 
tion, by the President; .and the other, a party Ad- 
ministration, exercised by a party chief in the 
Capitol? With this issue before him—whether the 
President, or the party leader—the chief in the White 
House, or the chief in the Capitol—should carry on 
the Administration—he felt it to bea duty which he 
owed to the Government of his country to give his 
aid to the constitutional chief. That was the real 
question which had pervaded all our contests thus far. 
He said to the majority bere, that it was no less 
their duty to their party than to their country, if 
they expected to succeed, to aid the Administra- 
tion in carrying on the Government. It was not 
merely the only mode in which they could carry on 
the Government, but alsothe only means by which 
they could maintain the ascendency of their party 
in power. Every consideration of duty invoked 
them to sustain the President. 


He (Mr. C.) had been charged with separation 
from the Whig party asacrime. He would say 
that, had that party followed his advice, they would 
now have been powerful, united, and omnipotent, 
as at the commencement of the Administration; but 
he was overruled, and the batteries of the two po- 
litical parties were both turned upon the President. 
The question with all was, What were the interests 
of party? From that time all discussions were but 
the voice and the echo of party. The inquiry did 
not arise how the public interests were to be affect: 
ed by any measure; but the President was accused 
of treason, whenever he did not approve of it. 
Yes; the President was accused of treason—not \o 
the Constitution, nor to the Government of his coun- 
try, but to party. Instead of asking what was the 
President’s duty to the country, they only inquired 
what he ought to do for the party. In this view of 
maiters, he (Mr. C.) took his stand in defence of 
the Constitation. He cared not what might be the 
clamors of party men raised around him. He 
should stand and permit himself to be hewn down, 
rather than yield any of the positions which he had 
taken. In this spirit he came to touch upon the 
topies advanced in the general debate upon the 
meriis of the Administration. Each party had an 
interest in misconstruing the Administration. All 
parties here wished to break it down, by making aD 
attack on the motives of its friends. 

They expected it; they were ready to encounler 
it; they appealed to time for a judgment on theif 
aciions, and the course they had pursued. What 
was it that the gentlemen from Maine | Mr. Fes- 
SENDEN] and Indiana [Mr. R. W. Tompson) 
and Vermont [Mr. Evgretr] had imputed to them; 
giving the lead in this debate to all the denancia~ 
tions which had been poured upon them? The 
gentleman from Maine admitted that he bad adopt- 
ed the idea of the gentleman from Indiana, in char- 
ging him (Mr. Cusnine) with offering the power of 
this Government at auction, as the price with which 
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e purchase & party in that House; and he chal- 
jenged the gentleman from Indiana to point cut a 
sentence of his speech which could bear sucha 
construction. 

. Mr. THOMPSON rose; bat 
Mr. CUSHING said he could not yield the floor. 

Mr. THOMPSON said, then, he hoped the gen- 

eman would not challenge bim for an explana- 
tion, unless he would yield the floor, to give him 
an opportunity to make it. 
. Mr. CUSHING said the gentleman could not es- 
cape iD that way. He had feit it to be his duty to 
spread out an article of the Globe, and he would 
have opportunity sufficient to explain hereafter; 
bat he (Mr. Cusaine) could not now yield any part 
of the half hour that remained to him. 

The gentleman from Maine had said that, in- 
stead of replying to the gent!eman from Tennessee, 
(Mr. ARNOLD ] whocommenced this debate, he (Mr. 
C.) had only devoted ten lines to that gentleman’s 


rt FESSENDEN rose. 
Mr. PROFFIT. “Order!” “order!” 


| Mr. CUSHING refused to yield the floor, and 
continued his remarks. The gentleman from 
Maine said he (Mr. ©.) began the attack on the 
Whig party at tne extra session; but he denied that 
that was true. Hespoke but once on party ques- 
jions at the ex!ra session, and then in reply to as- 
saults on the Administration. + 

Mr. FESSENDEN »gain rose, but 

Mr. CUSHENG said he could not—he would 
not—yield any part of the smal portion of time 
remaining to him, and continued. The gentleman 
from Maine said that, at the commencement of the 
second session, he began a like course of remark; 
but be (Mr. C.) said that was not true. Late in, 
or about the middle of the session, he did reply to 
various speeches; but he cid not begin the attack 
on aby gentleman, or any party. It was afiera 
debate ia which many gentlemen had spoken, that 
he replied to those gentlemen. The gentleman 
from Maine then proceeded to say, that, in the con- 
wroversy of the last session, it was not as alleged by 
him—it was not a fact that the Whig party was 
broken to pieces against the fixed constitutional 
fact of the constitutional power of the President; 
but it was in consequence of the disappointment 
felt on the failure of measures of relief. What 
measures? Did not the President concur with 
the House in the enactment of the bankrupt 
law? And when had he asked for its repeai? 
Did not the President concur in the passage 
of the distribution aci? And when the House 
and the Senate chose to pass measures for relief, 
what measures did they pass in which the Presi- 
dent did not concur? There was nothing but the 
United States Bank in which he did not concur; 
and he (Mr. C.) appealed to this House, and from 
this House to the people of the United States, 
whether there was anything else; and he there as- 
serted that a majority of the people of the United 
States were opposed to a United States Lank. 

The gentleman from Indiana had quoted froma 
speech of his in 1834, on the bank bill, for the pur- 
pose of showing an extreme inconsistency on his 
part; to which he would only reply, that he could 
hot conceive that political blindness could be so 
obtuse as not to perceive that the experience of the 
last four years in the his‘ory of the Bank of the United 
States must have affected every one’s judgment in 
regard to that bank. Were they expected to fix 
lbeir judgments and opinions on what they were be. 
fore that p: riod? Were they expected to retain opin- 
ions held before the gross corruptions and abuses of 
that bank were brought to light? He denied that the 
people of the United S ates, or a majority of them, 
were in favor of a United States bank; but if this 
were so, it did not change the nature of the con- 
stitutional fact to which he had adverted. 

Mr. C. then referred to and quoted some re- 
marks of Mr. Fessenpen, in which he spoke of 
ibe power of the President over the public press, 
and of the venality and corruption of some of the 
Whig newspapers. Mr. C, said that the remarks 
of the gentleman involved two facts. Inthe first 
Place, there was the allegation that the entire Whig 
press was venal; and, in the next place, that it was 
bought up by the President of the United States. 














There could be no other meaning attached to the 
gentleman’s remarks. Ip reply to the gentleman, 
he denied th: venality of the press in these broad 
terms. He admitted that there was much of the 
extreme of faction in it; there was faction in that 
House, and among the people; and it was conse- 
quent on the common passions of our nature: but 
it Was not true that the press was thus venal, 
and under the control of the President of the United 
States; and that, being bribed by him, it had ca- 
lumniated the present Congress. The gentleman 
had supposed an impossible fact. The President 
never possessed the patronage sofficient to mate- 
rially affect the press; and what little patronage he 
did possess, had been taken ‘away by the actof the 
last session. The gentleman from Maine then 
proceeded to arraign him (Mr. C.) asa no-party 
man, and to pick out of the newspapers and quote 
against him a migratory paragraph which some of 
them had extracted from Jonathan Swift; and 
Jonathan Swift, the most corrupt tory of the 
corrupt reign of Queen Anne, with Lord Bo- 
lingbroke by his side, was used to arraign him 
for his speeches in an American Congress. All 
the coarse denunciations of that man, (who was 
not inaptly termed the libe!ler of his generation,) 
vented forth against the party opposed to bim, in 
order that he might hound on the dogs of faction, 
were quoted against him, because he deprecated 
faction and party excitement. He was ashamed 
that any gen:leman should come into that House, 
and read lessons on party spirit from the most fac- 
tious and corrupt writer that ever existed. There 
were lessons on that subject, which it would better 
have become the gentleman to read from; such, for 
instance, as the farewell address of the Father of 
his Country, from which the most whelesome and 
useful instructions could be drawn. He would 
have the gentleman from New York, also, [Mr. 
Gorpon,] who seemed to correspond with the gentle. 
man from Maine in his ideas of the blessings of party 
spirit, to reflect on the same lessons. He would have 
that gentleman and his colleague (Mr. McKeon] 
to remember the letter of Andrew Jackson in 
1816, to James Morroe, in which he also in- 
voked his countrymen to banish all party spirit from 
their councils. On this subjecthe must advert to 
what was an indisputable fact in the history of the 
world. There had been two combinations of re- 
publics precisely analogous to ours—he meant the 
republics of Greece and the Italian Republics. 
Both these republics were bound together by a 
community cf languaze and of cusioms, of origin 
and of interest. Any one who would read and 
reflect upon their histories, would see that it was 
party spirit, and the spirit of faction, that caused 
their overthrow. As illustrative of this fact, he 
begged leave to read a passage from the warrior 
statesman and historian of one of these confeder- 
ated republics—Thucydides. 


{Mr. C. here read the extract which he alluded 


to 

Now, itseemed to be supposed by these two 
great parties that the moderate men of the House 
and country were to be the victims of both of 
them. He begged gentlemen not to delude them- 
selves with the idea that he was a moderate man, 
or that he had the least idea of beceming the pass- 
ive victim, in the words of Thucydides, of thesetwo 
factions. Had notthe gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Wise] and himself opinions of their own, 
which they possessed the right to advocate and de- 
fend? So far as they had the power to influence 
the opinions of the people of the United States, it 
was their right and their duty to exert it, as well as 
the right and duty of the men connected with 
this Administration. Instead of holding out the 
spoils of office, as the gentleman from In- 
diana charged him with doing, he did but 
exercise the right and duty belonging to him and 
every citizen, to be heard at a proper time on the 
question of the Presidency. This the gentleman 
called, like the chief of the Pre‘orian bands, pvt- 
ting up the empire at auction. Now, he should 
suppose that the language he used would) ins'ead 
of being considered a tender, or a seduction, be 
considered in the light of an indecent threat on the 
House; for that, and that alone, was the disingen- 
wows consiraction that could be pat on his lan- 
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guage. The gentleman from Indiana, as he had 
already said, did not signaliz? any portion of his 
remarks on which he founded the imputations he 
cast out. Till the gentleman did that, he had no 
answer to make, eacept the one he would now 
give—and that was, the most emphatic denial of 
all these imputations, When the gentleman could 
put his hand on that portion of bis remarks on 
which he founded thes* impata ions, then it 
would be time enough for him to auswer them. 
No gentleman had yet done it; and, th ugh he 
had challenged them again and again to do so, 
they confined themselves to there general denun- 
ciations. It would be in vain for him to combat 
this man of straw which gentlemen had raised up; 
anc he would, therefore, dismiss that part of the 
subject. 

It was bis wish—and, but for the limitation of the 
time allowed him, it was his intention—'o comment 
particularly on the speech of the gentleman from 
North Carolina, (Mr. Rayner,] as well as the 
speech of the gentleman from Indiana; bat he was 
admoni-hed by his friends around him that his 
time was fast passing away. He would merely 
say, in reference to the remarks of the g- ntleman 
from North Carolina, that he, in common with the 
gentlemen from Kentucky, (Mr. Marsnatt.} did 
not impute to him (Mr. C) corrupt motives, 
though te imputed what he (Mr. C.) was bound 
to disavow. he gentleman fiom Nermb C-rolina 
in the rhetorical illustration and exaggeration of 
his ideas, (socommen with members on that floor,) 
objected that, in the face of this House and the 
nation, he (Mr. C.) had ceclared that the power 
and patronage of this Government would be exer- 
cised in favor of those in power. Now he denied 
that he ever made any such declaration; and he 
challenged the genileman to show it. The remark 
he made had a far different tendency, and rove far 
above the murky atmosphere which pervaded that 
House. His allasion was to thecariying on of 
the Government, and to the duty of every man, 
no matter to what party he belonged, to co-cperate 
with the President in that object. It wa, immate- 
rial whether the Government wes carried on by 
Whig or Democratic vo'es, or by a combination of 
both, so that it was rightfully administered. If it 
could not be carried on by Whig votes, might it 
not be carried on by Democratic votes, or by a com- 
bination of parts of both? It was all idle delusion 
to say that there was anything wrong in the Presi- 
dent’s calling on either of the two parties, or on 
both, toaid him in carrying on the Government. 
Did any gentleman complain of the tariff law of 
the last session, because it was carried by a com- 
bination of Whig and Democratic votes? Was 
ihat corruption, any more than the President’s carry- 
ing on the Guvernment by the aid of any votes he 
might get for that purpose? There was no more 
wrong in the fact that he, a member of that 
House, should carry an important measure either 
by Whig or Democratic votes, as he could get 
them, than for the President to carry on the Gov- 
ernment by the same means. 

In the few moments left him, he desired to say 
that this Administration stood upon its acts and 
measnres, and went before the country by whom 
it was to be judged opon them. All these ques- 
tions of the hour would pass away with the hour; 
they were transient, and could not awake the in- 
terest of posterity. They would pass away; and 
if this Administration was to be condemned— 
which be was sure that it could not justly 
be by those then, around them, upon its acts 
and measures—it would appeal to posterity against 
the party excesses and extravagant acts of party 
spirit which occasioned its condemnation. It had 
been too much the custom in that Hovse to indulge, 
on genera) questions, in broad and sweep‘ng denun~ 
ciations of men; to talk of treachery, and of the 
shameless acts of the Execative, and those around 
him; and this was to delade the public mind, and to 
stimulate it into hostility to the Administration. 
He did not know but that the indignation ex- 
cited by such of these denunciations as had fallen 
to his share, might have caused him to retaliate, by 
using corresponding language. Ifso, he regretted 
it, and hoped that he might be excused forit, He 
might now move the previous question; but would 
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decline doing so, as some gentlemen might wish tw 
reply to them. 

Mr. ESSENDEN said, as the gentleman from 
Massachuseits bad such opportunity to prepare a 
defence, he really bad sapposed they should have 
had something like an argument. The gentleman 
from ,Massachuselts must have understood the 
sentiment of the House respecting his remarks on 
a previous occasion—for all sides of the House 
put the same constraction on them; and he took it 
jor grated, the gentleman’s explanation would 
now be made. Bat he put it to the House, as to a 
jury, op the case, whether they had had anything 
a the gentleman’s speech, this morning, except the 
merest special pleading in defence of himself. 
Why di! the gentleman from Massachusetts con- 
fine himself to a single sentence of his (Mr F.’s) 
speech? 

He parsued this train of remark; and of the 
speech of the gentleman from Massachusetts, he 
raid the House judged not by a single sentence, 
bat by its whole tenor. 

Mr. CUSHING insisted that a false construc- 
ion had been puton his remarks. He had made 
such remarks in his place as he had a right to 
make, and they had been misrepresented. 

Mr. FESSENDEN said the gentieman’s speech 
was published inthe newspapers,fand its truth and 
accuracy were not denied; and if it was not 
cortect, he had bad an opportunity to say what he 
did mean. 

Some conversation ensued between the two gen- 
tlemen respecting the published reports of their 
respective speeches, and other matters of no public 
importance. 

Mr. FESSENDEN then resumed; and, in refer- 
ence to the accusation of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, that he had charged that gentleman 
with beginning the attack on the Whigs at the ex- 
tra session, he said he denied that he had said any 
such thing. 

Mr. CUSHING. It is in your printed speech. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I said no such thing as 
that the gentleman “began the attack” I said that 
he began his attack at the extra session; and I ask 
the gentleman if, at that session, he did not attack 
the Whig party? 

In such explanatory observations, the gentleman 
from Maine continued his speech in reply to the 
various branches of that of the gentleman frem 
Massachusetts. 

Mr. G. DAVIS then obtained the floor. 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON appealed te him to 
yield it, for the purpose of enabling him to reply 
'o the remarks of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Costing.) 

Mr. G. DAVIS declined yielding the floor, glad 
as he should be to oblige his friend from Indiana. 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON said he would make 
a remark, expressing his reason for desiring to re- 
ply to the speech of the gentleman fiom Massa- 
churetts at this time. That gentleman, afier 21 
days of deliberation, reflection, and study, now 
came here and charged him with expanding an ed- 
itorial article in the Globe intoa long speech. 
Now, he wished the opportunity to reply to this 
charge impromptu—to take up the club, and dare 
the gerntieman to meet him—to challenge him to 
a debate on the spot, without prompting from any 
editor, or from elsewhere. 

Mr. G. DAVIS said the time was so short, and, 
if he yielded the floor, it was so uncertain whether 
he could again obtain it, that he was compelled to 
go on with his remarks. He then proceeded to 
say that he was opposed to the reconsideration of 
the vote on the passage of this bill, (the repeal of 
the bankrupt law.) Inso announcing himeelf, it 
would be sufficient for him to say that his course 
was taken in consequence of the well-settled and 
well-asceriained wishes of his constituents—nine in 
ten of whom were opposed to the law. He ad- 
miited that he was not bound to obey all the admo- 
nitions of popular feeling; but, in the present in- 
stance, their judgment was the result of time and 
of deliberation. 

He felt gratified at the party character which 
the debate had taken, because he held it to be im- 
portant to the preservation of the institutions of 
the country that the measures of its administrative 
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and legislative departments should be strietly scru- 
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tinized and investigated. Were he in power, he 
should not shun any investigation. 

He replied to the portion of the speech of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Cussina,] re- 
lating to the alleged dictation of the ex-Senator 
from Kentucky [Mr. Clay.] The gentleman from 
Massachusetts declared that there were but two al- 
ternatives—one, a constitutional administration, 
under the lead of the President; and the other, a 
faction, under the lead of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. Such remarks were no more nor less than 
calumnies on that distinguished man; and he 
would ask the gentleman what principle Mr. Clay 
had changed, by which he had obtained the ill-will 
of the gentleman, after having had his support for 
fifteen years previous to the extra session? He 
asked, Did the Senator from Kentucky bring for- 
ward any new measure at the extra session? Did 
he enter upon any untrodden path, in order to em- 
barrass the path of John Tyler? No, was the an- 
swer. 

He replied to the remark so often to be found in 
the speeches of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, that the Whigs were embarrassing the ad- 
ministration of Mr. Tyler; and enumerated ten 


measures passed at the extra session by the Whigs, | 


and opposed by the Democrais, all of which meas- 


ures, he said, were necessary to enable the Presi- | 
dent to carry on the Government—the repeal of | 
the sub-treasury, the donation to Mrs. Harrison, | 
the distribution law, the bankrupt law, the loan | 
bill, the fortification bill, the bill to pay the debts | 
of the Post Office Department, the change of the 

tariff, by adding three new articles, and saving | 
All these | 
measures were recommended by the President, | 


the treasury, and the two bank bills. 


and supported by the Whigs, and opposed by the 
Democrats; yet the Whigs were charged with ob- 
structing Mr. Tyler. He also enumerated ten 


measures passed by the Whigs at the last session 


of Congress, on the recommendation of Mr. Ty- 
ler; all of which were opposed by the Democratic 
party. 

He went into the subject of the party relations 
subsisting between the President and the two par- 
ties, at large; commenting upon the course of Mr. 
Webster, and eulogizing the public conduct and 
political career of Mr. Clay. He concluded his 
remarks at half past three o’clock. 


Mr. MARSHALL entered into a legal and con- 
stitutional argument in explanation of his objec- 
tions to the bankrupt law: and then said, that be- 
yond those objections, he had the imperative voice 
of his constituents at home to urge him on to seek 
its repeal. He next went into the general subject 
of debate, with which he consumed his hour. 

Mr. PROFFIT then obtained the floor, and re- 
marked, that as he was in some measure responsi- 


ble for the present debate, by his having moved the | 


reconsideration of the vote on the passage of the 
bill, and as several gentlemen had spoken, he 
would now withdraw bis motion. 

Mr.R. W. THOMPSON appealed to his colleague 
not to withdraw the motion, in order that he might 
have an opportunity to reply to what had fallen 
from the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
CusHina.] 

Mr. PROFFIT declined doing so. 

Mr. L. W. ANDREWS inquired if be could 
not renew the motion to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER said it was too late. 

So the bill to repeal the bankrupt law goes to 
the Senate forthwith. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SRNATE. 
Fripay, January 20, 1843. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate acommunication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, covering reports from the Surveyors Gene- 
ral of the State of Arkansas and the Territories of 
Iowa and Wisconsin, which had not been received 
at that department when the anneal report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office was sent 
in; which, on motion by Mr. SMITH of Indiana, 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from 
citizens of the city and county of Philadelphia, 














‘praying for the passage of the exchequer plan: 


which was ordered to lie on the table and be 


printed. 


On motion by Mr. CRAFTS, leave was granted 
to withdraw from the files of the Senate the pei. 
tion and papers of the administrator of Joseph 


n. 

Mr. MILLER presented a petition from Charles 
L. Williamson, late commander in the United 
States navy, praying Congress to grant him a pen. 
sion for disability incurred in the service of the 
United States; which was referred to the Commi. 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee op 
Commerce, reported back, without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill 
from the House entitled “‘An act to authorize the 
enrolment or register of the Nueva Granada.” 

Mr. H., from the same cemmittee, reported g 
bill to declare Robbinston, in the State of Maine, a 
port of entry; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Also, reported back, from the same committee, 
without amendment, and with a recommendation 
that it do pass, the bill authorizing the survey 
of a direct communication between Albemarle 
sound and the Atlantic ocean. 

Mr. SEVIER, {rom the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back to the Senate, without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that they do pass, 
House bills of the following titles, viz: 

The bill for the relief «f Nancy Hambright, the 
widow of Captain John Hambright, deceased. 

The bill for the relief of John F. Wiley. 

The bill for the relief of James Sweetman; and 

The bill for the relief of mas King. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Committee on 
Pensions was discharged from the bill from the 
House for the relief of Martha Damarine, she 
having died pending the claim. 

Mr.8., also, from the same committee, made a 
report (which was ordered to be printed) adverse 
to the passage of the bill from the House for the 
relief of Gideon A. Perry. 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, the Committee on 
Pensions was discharged from the petition of 
John Bosworth, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Nava! Affairs. 


Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported back, without amendment, and with 
a recommendation that they do pass, House bills for 
the relief of Joseph Nimblett, and the bill grant 
ing a pension to Israel Thomas. 

Also, from the same committee, made an adverse 
report on the bill from the House for the relief of 
Anne Royall, the widow of Captain Wm. Royall, 
deceased. 

Mr. DAYTON, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill for 
the relief of Joseph W. Reckless. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, made an adverse report on the petition 
of Mary A. Boyd, widow of Thomas J. Boyd, late 
surgeon in the United States navy, for a pension. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill for 
the relief of Richard Coxe, jr., Robert Anderson, 


“and George W. Southall. 


Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made adverse reports on the petition of the widow 
of William Davis, for arrears of pension; and the 
petition of Charles Larrabee, for an increase and 
arrearage of pension; which were read, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. KERR presented a memorial from sundry 
merchants and others of the city of Baltimore, re- 
monstrating against the repeal of the bankrupt 
law; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass, the House 
bill for the relief of Horace Wetherell. 

The bill to extend the time for the payment of 
judgment obtained by the United States against the 
Planters’ Bank of Mississippi, and the Agricul- 
tural Bank of Mississippi, was taken up as iq 
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committee of the whole, on certain amendments, 
which were agreed to; and, there being no motion 
to farther amend the bill, it was reported to the 
Genate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
CHARTER OF ALEXANDRIA. 

The bill to amend the charter of the town of Al- 
exandria, in the District of Columbia, was taken 
up, read the second time, and taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Mr. MILLER explained that the object of the 
pill was to allow the legal voters of that town the 
right to elect their mayor by ballot. He was now 
elected by the common council. The passage of 
the bill was urged not only by a majority of the 
common council, but by a large majority of the 

ple. The Committee on the District had re- 
ported favorably to the passage of the bill. 

Mr. SEVIER remarked that the Senator 
from New Jersey (Mr. Miter] spoke of legal 
yoters. He wished to be informed what were the 
qualifications for a legal voter in that town. 

Mr. MILLER replied, that to bea legal voter, 
a perton must be 21 years of age, be a freeholder, 
and must have resided in the town one year previ- 
ous to the election. 

There being no motionto amend the bill, it was 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
made a report (which was ordered to be printed) 
adverse to the passage of the bill from the House, 
for the relief of Samuel B. Tuck. 

Mr. LINN, on leave, introduced a resolution, so 
to amend the 33d rule of the Senate as to add to 
the list of standing committees a Committee on 
Territories. 

The resolution lies on the table one day, under 
the rale, 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that they do pass, House 
bills of the following titles, viz: 

The bill entitled “An act supplementary to the 
act of 24th May, 1828, to continue a copyright to 
John Rowlett.” 

The bill entitled “‘An act for the relief of Samuel 
Lord;” and 

The bill for the relief of Charles B. Hall. 


BANKRUPT LAW. 


House bill entitled ‘An act to repeal the bankrupt 
law,” was taken up, read twice, and, on motion by 
Mr. BERRIEN, referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 

Senate bill for the relief of Richard Henry 
Wilde was taken up asin committee of the whole. 

Mr. BERRIEN explained that the object of this 
bill was to secure to Mr. Wilde, an American citi- 
zen, the benefits of our copyright law, in relation 
to the productions of his literary labors, which are 
of such a nature that he can hardly expect, in the 
first instance, remuneration for their publication 
in this country, until they shall have gained some 
celebrity abroad. He is under the impression that 
he could sell bis copyright in England, so as to 
avoid the expense and risk of getting out his 
works, upon which he has spent great labor, time, 
and research. He desires to be secyred in his right, 
as an American cilizen, to the benefiis of our 
copyright law in the United S:ates, after his books 
shall have been published abroad. It was consid- 
ered by the committee to whom the bill had been 
referred, that this was a peculiar case in which it 
would be well to extend the indulgence required. 

Mr. TAPPAN thought the same case might be 
applicable to many authors, citizens of the United 

; and there could be no reason in favor of 
this special case, that would not be equally strong 
in favor of others. He, therefore, moved an 
amendment, in substance, to strike out the name 
of “Richard Henry Wilde” wherever it occurred 
in the bill, and substitute such words as woald 
make its application general! to authors, citizens of 
the United States. 

Mr. BERRIEN conceived it would be best to 
confine the bill to the isolated case which Con- 
gee warned upon to act. He did not think the 

ate was. prepared to. go into the general subject 


of revising the copyright law. He thought the 
proper course would be to allow this bill to pass, 
and to institute an inquiry into the propriety of re- 
vising the general law. 

Mr. TAPPAN intimated that, if his amendment 
was to meet with opposition, he should require the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN requested the bill and 
amendment would be read. 

They were read accordingly. 

Mr. KING had not particularly examined into 
the subject of the copyright law; but his present im- 
pression was, that there should be no legislation at 
all in relation toit. But, if a majority of the Sen- 
ate decided on passing this bill, it ought to be made 
general in its application. It was not his inten- 
tion, in any case, to vote for it, because he was op- 
posed to the principle of partial extensions of the 
copyright law. If he could have been induced to 
make any exception, it certainly would have been 
it favor of Mr. Wilde. He was, however, com- 
pelled, under a sense of duty, to move the indefi- 
nite postponement of the bill. 


Mr. BERRIEN argued at considerable length 
against the indefinite pestponement of the bill, and 
in favor of the propositien to legislate alone on 
this isolated case. If other cases of like claims 
should hereafter come up, they, also, could be 
legislated upon separately. He stated that the sub- 
ject of Mr. Wilde’s labors was Italian literature; 
for which there was not, at present, a market in 
this country. The bill only proposed that if, here- 
after—that is, after the publication in England— 
the work should prove of such consequence as, 
from its réputation abroad, to create a demand for 
its republication in this country, he should be enti- 
tled to the bénefit of our copyright law; to which, 
as an American citizen, he would unquestionably 
be entitled, without this special act, but for the pre- 
vious publication in England. 

The debate was continued some time by Messrs. 
BUCHANAN and ALLEN against the bill, and 
by Messrs BERRIEN, CRITTENDEN, and BAY- 
ARD in its support;and by Messrs. WOODBURY 
and CONRAD in favor of Mr. Tappan’s amend- 
ment. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Kina’s mo- 
tion of indefinite postponement; and decided in 
the negative—yeas 12, nays 26. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Tapran’s 
amendment; and it was rejected. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate 
without amendment, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 


PETERSBURG RAILROAD COMPANY. 


On motion by Mr. EVANS, the bill for the bene- 
fit of the Petersburg Railroad Company was taken 
up on its third reading. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that this was a 
very important bill, and, as the Senate was very 
thin, he hoped it would be laid over. 

Mr. EVANS said there was so little time be- 
tween this and the 3d of March, that there was 
good reason to fear, if the bill was not passed to- 
day, it could not be acted upon in time. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he was sorry to be 
obliged, at so late an hour, to trespass upon the pa- 
tience of the Senate; but he was desirous of sta- 
ling his views upon this subject. 
commencement of the debate, (for the bill was not 
going to pass sub silentio,) he must be permitted to 
state, that he did not believe that any other than an 
incorporated company would have made the re- 
quest contained in the memorial upon which this 
bill was founded. He had no prejudice against in- 
corporated companies; but he theught, when they 
reviewed the history of this railroad-exemption 
question, they would have every reasen for believ- 
ing that the question ought to be allowed to rest, at 
least, until a genezal reyision of the tariff. 


Under the act of May, 1830, privileges were 
conferred upon the railroad companies which were 
not enjoyed by individuals. The farmer, who tills 
the soil—the merchant, who builds ships to navi- 
gate the ocean,—all were obliged to pay a duty 
upon the iron which they used in their respective 
employments; but the railroad company having 
petitioned Congress, got an act passed to reduce 
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the duty for their special benetit, fiom the rate 
paid by all other classes of citizens, down to 95 
percent. And not content with this, two years 
aflerwards they petitioned Congress. again, and 
were relieved from the payment of all duties what- 
ever. And it was an astonishing fact, that this 
railroad company, (if be understood the matter 
correctly,) had got a remission from Government 
of duties to the amount of upwards of $83,000. 
Releasing the duties upon their iron to thatamoun', 
was precisely equal to bestowing upon them that 
sum after it had been collected and placed in ihe 
treasury. 

Let us examine this matter a little further. At 
the extra session in 1841, the question arose, 
whether railroad iron should be taxed as all 
other iron? And the Senator from Connecticut pro- 
posed to allow the railroad companies an extension 
of the privilege of importing their iron free of daty 
until the 34 of March, 1843; making a period of 
eighteen monihs. He, (Mr. B.,) with that good 
nature which he trusted had always characterized 
him, agreed that the time should be extended. And 
now what was it that they proposed to do by this 
bill? It was proposed that all the railroad iron 
which might be in the country, under the compro- 
mise that was made upon that subject, at the extra 
session, between the Senator from Georgia and 
himself, may be laid down hereafter; thus re- 
pealing the principle which was laid down in 
1841 and in 1842. What was that principle? 
He observed that a bill had been reported by the 
Committee of Ways and Means in the other Howse, 
giving to all the railroad iron that may be laid 
down previous to the 3d of March, 1843, the privi- 
lege of drawback of all the duties. What reason 
was there for exempting these corporations f om 
the payment of duties, which all other classes of 
citizens were obliged to pay? It was never in- 
tended, according to the construction of the original 
law, to establish the principle that any railroad 
company should be permitted the opportunity of 
introducing two sets of rails without duty. The 
old iron, when taken up, would seli for more 
than was originally paid for it by them. Now, 
under what specious garb did this entering wedge 
present itself? They were told that a!l the railroad 
iron had been imported, and that they could com- 
ply with the law, and lay it all down previous to 
the 3d of March; but that it would be inconve- 
nient to do so. He (Mr. B.) knew enough about 
the construction of railroads, to know that it was 
the simplest thing in the world to@ay down the iron, 
after preparation had been made to receive it; and 
the sooner it was laid down after the road was pre- 
pared for it, the better. As to stopping the travel- 
ling, he bad seen new rails laid down when the cars 
were passing twice every day. All they had to do 
was to connect the old with the new rails. It was 
one of the plainest mechanical operations in the 
world. 


He was anxious to see what would be the result 
of the present application. He had agreed, in 
good faith, to extend the law of 1841, until the 3d 
of March 1843. The company had had eighi¢en 
months in which to complete their work; and they 
now came forward and said they wanted six months 
longer. It amounted, in fact, to a repeal o' the du- 
ties on all railroad iron. 

He would now give the Senate a small particle 
of information upon this subject of exemption. In 
consequence of the law which they head passed, 
placing a duty upon iron, two very large establish. 
ments had been created in Pennsylvania forthe 
purpose of manufacturing railroad iron. One of 
them, called the Great Western Iron Works, had 
been established with New England capital, 
and was situated upon the Alleghany river 
The company had contracted with Governor 
Morrow, as president of the Little Miami Railroad 
Company, for the delivery at Cincinnati of three 
hundred tons of railroad iron, at $50 per ton; end 
that it had been delivered according to contract, 
and was of an excellent quality. He had been in- 
formed that these iron works could, at the present 
moment, manufacture 100 tons of railroad iron 
per week, and that they were now engaged in ma- 
king a quantity of sach iron, either for the Sate ot 
Indiana, or a company within it—he bad not 
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Jearned which. And now, at the very time 
when this company was manufacturing railroad 
iron—not only to the extent'of the demand within 
the State of Pennsylvania, but also furnishing the 
State of Indiana—they were applied to again, to 
suspend the daty upon that article; thus holding 
out to Pennsylvania a promise to the hope, and 
breaking it to the reality: first, placing a duty upon 
iroa by the tariff bill; and then, by exceptions sub- 
sequently made, defeating their former act. And 
for whose benefit? For the benefit of incorporated 
companies. It was (as he said before) the entering 
wedge against the common right of the citizens of 
the United States. 


He declared most solemnly that be would rather, 
at this moment, vote for a drawback on iron em- 
ployed in the building of ships, than to vote for 
this bill for the exclusive benefit of railroad com- 
panies, who were not subject to foreign competi- 
tion at all. He thought the gaestion had been 
settled. He had yielded to the former urgent de- 
mands made by associated wealth upon Congress, 
through a spirit of compromise and conciliation, 
Now, the demands were repeated; and they might 
rest fully assured that those companies would never 
be satisfied, as long as they continued to exist, with 
the ordinary privilege of citizens. 


As regarded this company, he was glad to hear 
that they could lay down their rails before the 
3d of March, and he thought they should be 
limited to that tume. He had no doubt, how- 
ever, that this bill would pass the Senate; but he 
did not think it would go through the House of 
Representatives at so galloping a rate. He had 
nevir heard of the bill until yesterday; and now it 
appeared everything else must be suspended, in or- 
der to hurry it through. He was aware of the 
power of moneyed corporations; and that those 
gentlemen who had presented their petitions would 
remit no efforts to secure the passage of the bill, 
and he should look with considerable interest upon 
the result. He was anxious to know whether the 
benefits of the tariff bill, which passed both Houses 
by the voterof Pennsylvania members, were now 
to be withdrawn by special legislation. 


He would add nothing farther; there were other 
gentlemen in that body as deeply interested in this 
question as he himself was; he would leave to them 
the discussion of the question. But he wanted to 
see what would be the fate of the bill, for it would 
be, as sure as that he was now speaking, but the 
entering wedg® to the complete destruction of the 
benefits of the tariff law, so far asthe State of 
Pennsylvania was concerned. 


Mr. MILLER saw nothing in this pecu- 
liar case that would not apply to every railroad 
company entitied to the privilege of the pro- 
vision in the tariff law. If this bill is passed, 
every other railroad company in the country 
may come in and show the same grounds for 
claiming an extension of the time from the 3d of 
March to some distant day; which claims, if al- 
lowed, would amouat to a repeal, for the time, of 
the law imposing a duty on railroad iron. 


Messrs. EVANS and CRITTENDEN con- 
tenled that it was on'y an indulgence which 
the Petersburg Railroad Company solicited; which 
wou'd make no difference to the revenue, as 
the iron was already in the country, and could 
be laid down within the time by extraordina 
ry expense and exertion, and the greates? incon- 
venience to the public; as, in that event, all travel- 
ling on the road should be suspended; whereas, if 
time were given, the new iron could be laid down 
gradually, and without interruption to the regular 
trains. 

The subject was farther debated by Messrs. 
PHELPS aod ARCHER. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to lay the bill on the table 
till Monday, as the boar was late, andthe Senate 
would bave to go into executive session. 

Mr EVANS said it might be passed over in- 
formally. 

The bill was accordingly passed over informally. 

Mr. SEVIER moved that, when the Senate ad- 
journ, it be to Monday; which was agreed to. 

The following engrossed bills were then taken 
up, read a third time, and passed: 
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An act to regulate enlistmes's in the army, and 
navy, and marine corps of the United States. 

An act for the relief of Wm. De Peyster and 
Henry N. Cruger. 

An act for the relief of the administrators of 
John Jackson. 

An act for the relief of Samuel Hambleton. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate then 
went into executive session, and soon after ad- 
journed. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 20, 1843. 


Mr. TROTTI of South Carolina presented the 
petition of Gilbert Stalker, praying remuneration 
for a steamboat lost in the service of the United 
States on the coast of Florida. 

Mr. MEDILL presented the petition of Andrew 
F. Tyler, of Morgan county, Ohio, who lost his 
health while in the army of the United States, pray- 
ing a pension: referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

Mr. BARNARD rose to make an inquiry in re- 
lation to a statement which appeared in the jour- 
nal of yesterday, read this morning. It was there 
stated that the motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bankrupt law was passed was withdrawu 
by the mover; from which statement, the inference 
was that the bill was passed. He would respect- 
fully inquire of the Chair whether it had been es- 
tablished, by precedent, that the mover of a motion 
to reconsider had the right to withdraw it at his 
pleasure. 

The SPEAKER replied that such was the fact. 

Mr. BARNARD said that, if there was no pre- 
cedent on record, he would raise the question. The 
power to withdraw a motion to that effect, gave to 
one individualthe means of preventing a reccn- 
sideration of any measure which might have been 
passed. He again inquired whether the point 
which he raised had been decided by the House on 
an appeal taken from the decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER said tbat the House had so 
decided, and at the last session. 


ASSUMPTION. 


Mr. SUMMERS presented a memorial from 
Kanawha county, Va., in favor of an assumption 
of State debts, as proposed by the gentleman from 
Maryland, [Mr. W. C. Jonnson.] He moved that 
it be referred to the Select Committee on that 
subject. ° 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. PENDLETON, the memorial 
of the people of Cincinnati, (which, he said, was 
prepared with great care and research) on the 
subject of removing the obstructions in the Mis- 
sissippi and Ohio rivers, was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUDSON made aa adverse report. 


EXPENDITURES IN THE NAVY DEPART- 
MENT. 


Mr. MERIWETHER offered 
resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy inform this House 
what amount has been expended under the act of Congress au - 
thorizing the building ofa war steamer by ——- Stevens; whether 
the building of said vessel is now going on; and what, if any, 
amount of the appropriation therefor has been transferred to 
any other object; and whether the expenditures for “pay of 
commission, warrant, and petty officers, andseamen”’ for 1842, 
has exceeded the amount appropriated by the act of Congress 
in 1842; if so, to what amount, and from what source has the 
deficiency been supplied; aod whether the expenditures for in- 
crease, repair, armament, and equipment of the navy, has ex- 
ceeded the appropriation therefor, and from what source the 
deficit has been supplied. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. FILLMORE inquired whether private bills 
would be debatable to-day. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he must then call for the 
orders of the morning hour, in order to enable the 
House to go into Committee of the Whole as soon 
as possible. 

Mr. G. DAVIS made further inquiries in rela- 
tion to what was the order of business. He was 
onderstcod to ask on what days private bdills were 
debatable. 

The SPEAKER said on every Friday and Sat- 
urday except the first and last of the session, pri- 
vate bills were debatable. 


the following 





——————————___—X 
THE FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. BRIGGS called up the bill now on its third 
reading, to authorize the chief clerk in the Stay 
Department to frank public documents. 

Mr. L. W. ANDREWS asked for the yeas ang 
oe the passage of the bill, and they were oy. 

ered. 

Mr. McKENNON said he should be in favo, of 
the bill, if it extended, the frankiug privilege to th. 
chief cierks of other departments as well as the 
Department of State. As it was, he must oppose 
the bill. . 

Mr. BRIGGS explained the object of the bij) 
A! present, the franking privilege was possesied by 
the heads of bureaus in the departments generally 
The public documents of those departments were 
now franked by the heads of their bureaus. [Mr, 
C. J. Incersott. But never by the tail of , 
bureau.] Now, there was no bureau in the Staie 
Department; and hence the Secretary of State wa; 
obliged to frank all the documents of his depan. 
ment. The object of the bill was merely to give 
his chief clerk the right of franking public docy. 
ments—a right expressly limited and restricted by 
this bill. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO rosé to a question of order, 
He contended that the consideration of this ij 
was not now in order, but must come in its proper 
place on the calendar, which was sixth on the list 
of subjects. 

The SPEAKER decided that the bill was in or. 
der now, having been engrossed, and laid on the 
Speaker’s table. 

Mr. ADAMS advocated the passage of the bill 
There was a reason for granting this privilege of 
franking to the chief clerk of the State Department, 
which did not apply to the other departments. The 
Secretary of State was charged with the duty of 
distributing all the printed laws of the United States. 
This duty cecupied much of his time, as he could 
attest when in the State Department bimself, and 
when iis business was much less than at present. 
The bill was merely (o relieve the Secretary of much 
drudgery which he now bad to undergo. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL opposed the bill. He 
thought the duties of other Secretaries were much 
more onerous than those of the Secretary of State. 
Had not the Secretary of State more time to per- 
form his ordinary functions than either the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, War, or Navy? He in- 
stanced the Jabors of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
which were incessant; “still beginning—never end- 
ing,” and who bad no assistance in this respect of 
franking. He was well aware that this was the 
most abused ef all privileges, and he was ready to 
reduce rather than extend it. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST contended that this bil! 
contemplated no extension of the franking privi- 
lege. It was not an extension, but a substitution, 
to relieve the Secretary of bis immense labors in 
franking. 


The previous question was then moved and sec- 
onded. 


The main question was then on the passage of 
the bill; which, being taken, resulted in yeas 120, 
nays 69, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arrington, 
Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Bidlack, Birdsey lack, Borden, 
Bot's, Brewster, Briggs, Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, Milton 
Brown, Burnell, Green W. Caldwell, Calhoun, John Camp- 
bell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, Staley N 
Clarke, Clinton, Coles, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Garreit 
Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, John Edwarés 
John C. Edwards, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
Charles A. Floyd, Gates, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, Grabam, 
Graoger, Green, Henry, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Howard, 
Hudson, Huat, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. 
Irwin, Jack, Janies, Cave Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, Jobn P 
Kennedy, King, Littlefield, Lowell, McKennan, Alfred Mar 
shall, Thomas F, Marshall, Samson Mason, Mattocks, Max 
well, Maynard, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Newhari, 
Osborne, Parmenter, Partridge, Pendleton, Plumer, Pope, 
Powell, Proffit, Benj. Randall, Randolph, Rencher, Ridgws), 
Rodney, Wm. Russell, James M. Russell, Salstonstall, 84 
ford, Saunders, Shepperd, Slade, Truman Smith, Sprige. 
Steenrod, Stokely, Alexander H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuar. 
Summers, Sweney, Taliaferro, Richard We m 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trum 
bull, Van Rensselaer, Ward, Warren, Watterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, Edward D. White, Thomas W. Williams, Chr 
topher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Woo, 
Yorke. Augustus Young, and John Young—120. 

NAYS—Messrs, W. Andrews, Arnold, Atherio. 
Jeremiah Brown, Burke, William Butler, William 0. Bu' 
ler, Patrick C. Caldwell, William B. Campbell, — 
J. Campbell, Colquitt, r, Cowen, Danie 
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ig, Eastman, bert, John G. Fleyd, Fornan 

pus, Dees Foster, ntry, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, 
‘itliam O. Goode, Hays, Hubard, Charles J. Ingersoll, Keim, 
Lane, Abraham McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mathiot, Ma- 
thews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Owsley, Payne, Rameey, 
Rayner, Reding, — mt Rogers, Roosevelt, Seweil, 
shaw, Shields, William Snai Snyder, Stanly, Stratton, 
Trotti, Underwood, Van Buren, and Joseph L. White—59. 


So the bill was passed. 

Mr. MALLORY asked leave to offer the foliow- 
1Bg resolation; which was read for information: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to report 
to this House, as early as practicable, a plan for the reduction 
of the expenses of the military academy at West Point; and to 
\jmit the number of cadets so as to correspond with the wants 
of the country, and the present strength of the army. 


Mr. FILLMORE objected; and 

Mr. MALLORY moved a suspension of the 
rules for the purpose of offering the resolution; but 
the motion was rejected. 

The SPEAKER announced that reports of the 
standing committees would be the next business in 
order; and, being called for, the following reports 
were made: 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of D. and J. Wilkin- 
sop; which was read twice, and referred. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Andrew Fisher; 
which was twice read, and referred. 

Mr. COWEN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of William W. Street, 
anda bill for the relief of Gamaliel E. Smith; 
which were severally twice read, and referred. 


WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 


Mr. McKEON inquired of the chairman of the 
Committee on Commerce when they might expect 
a report on the warehousing system. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland replied that the 
committee were now engaged in preparing their 
report, and that it might be expected shortly. 


COLORED SEAMEN. 


Mr. WINTHROP, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to which was referred the memorial 
of Benjamin Rich and others, on the subject of the 
imprisonment of colored seamen arriving in some 
of the Southern ports, made a report thereon; and 
moved that it, together with the report of the mi- 
nority of the committee, which he said would be 
made by the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. 
RaYNeER,] be printed. 


Mr. RAYNER presented the report of the mi- 
nority, on the same subject, and moved that it be 
printed. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland said that, as one 
of the committee, he dissented partly from, and 
agreed partly with, both reports. He would prob- 
ably have an opportunity of presenting his views 
on the subject when it came up; and perhaps he 
might prepare an additional report. At present, 
he would meve the printing of an extra number 
of copies. 

The reports having been read, 

Mr. BLACK moved to lay the motion to print 
on the table. 


Mr. WINTHROP called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; when 

Mr. KENNEDY withdrew his motion to print 
the extra number of copies, and 
The question was taken on Mr. Biacx’s mo- 
tion to lay the motion to print on the table; and 
the result was yeas 73, nays 114, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aarne Barton, Black, Aaron V. Brown, 
Burke, William Butler, William O. Butler, Green W. Cald- 
well, P. C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Wm. B. Campbell, Ca- 
tuthers, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. 
Cooper, Cross, Daniel, Vawson, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, 
Eastman, John C. Edwards, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, Ger- 
ty, Gilmer, Goggin, W. O. Goode, Gustine, Harris, Hays, 
olmes, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, Cave 
Johnson, Keim, Lewis, Abraham McClellan, McKay, McKeon, 
Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Mitchell, Moore, New- 
hard, Owsley, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Powell, Reding, 
aencher, Rogers, Papnteen Wa. sab, Ropdat, Gprigs, 
ummers, Sweney, aferro, Trott, Turney, and Christo- 
pher H. Williams—73. ¢ 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Arnold, Babcock, Barnard, Bidlack, Birds- 
eye, Borden, Botts, Bowne, Brewster, Bri Bronson, Jere- 
miah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Chiids, Chittenden, Staiey N. 
Clarke, Clinton, Cowen, Cranston, Conners Cushing, Garrett 
Davis, Richard D. Davis, John Edwarda, Everett, Ferris, Fill- 
more, John G. Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Gentry, 
iddings, P. G. Goode, Gordon, Gi r, Green, Henry, How- 
ard, Hudson, Hunt, C. J. Ingersoll, J. R. Ingersoll, James Ir- 
vin, William W. Irwin, James, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Ken- 
nedy, Lane, Linn, Littlefield, McKennan, Mallory, Alfred 











Marshall, Samson Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Mor- 
gan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, Parmenter, Partridge, Pen- 
leton, Pope, Ramsey, B. Randall, were” » Rayner, Rey- 
nolds, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Roosevelt, Wm. Russell, 
James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Sewell, Slade, Truman 
Smith, a Steenrod, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander H. H. 
Stuart, Joha T. Stuart, John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thomp.- 
son, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Tram 
bull, Underwood, Van Buren, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, War- 
ren, Weller, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, Thomas W. 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Wood, Yorke, 
Augustus Young, and John Young--114. 

So the motion to lay on the table was not car- 
ried. 

A message was here received from the President 
of the United Siates, by the hand of Robert Tyler, 
esq., his secretary, transmitting various bills which 
had been approved and sigaed by him. 

The question then recurred on the demand for 
the previous question, which was seconded, and 
the main question was ordered to be put; and the 
motion to print the ordinary number of both re- 
ports was then agreed to, 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired if the morning hour 
had not expired? 

The SPEAKER replied that it had. 

Mr. FILLMORE said then he would move that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; but, before the 
motion was put, he would send a resolution to the 
Chair, fer the action of the House, with the ob- 
servation that the House must bear in mind that 
there was a special order for Monday. 

The resolution was read; and it proposed to fix 
half-past two o’clock to-day to terminate debate in 
Committee of the Whole on the army appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved to lay the resolution on 
tbe table, and the noes appeared to have it. A di- 
vision was called for, and only 46 voted in the af- 
firmative. The noes were, therefore, not counted; 
and the resolution not carried. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by fixing two o’clock to-morrow, instead of 
half-past two o’clock to-day, to terminate debate. 

Mr. FILLMORE, (to prevent a waste of the time 
of the House by a useless discussion,) moved the 
previous question; which was seconded. The 
main question was also ordered to be put, and the 
amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee 
was agreed to. 


Mr. L. W. ANDREWS then renewed the mo- 
tion to lay the resolution on the table; which was 
agreed to—83 voting in the affirmative, and 58 in 
the negative—the vote being taken by Messrs. 
M. A. Coopgr and Marnaior, tellers. 

Mr. COWEN called for the orders of the day; 
but he gave way to 

Mr. HOPKINS, on whose motion a change was 
given to the direction of a bill, the title of which 
was not heard. . 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the committee resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. GIDDINGS insisted that his colleague [Mr. 
Cowen] had called for the orders of the day. 

Mr. COWEN asked if, after the orders of the 
day had been called for, it would not require a vote 
of two-thirds to go into Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER’S reply was not heard. 

Mr. CHILDS, with unanimous consent, reported 
a bill from the Committee on Commerce for the 
relief of Samuel Hoffman; which was read twice, 
and committed. 

Mr. GORDON also reported a Senate bill from 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. BRIGGS withdrew his motion to go into. 
Committee of the Whole. 

-Mr. GIDDINGS called for the orders of the day 

The SPEAKER accordingly announced the 
question to be on the bill for the relief of the in- 
habitants of West Florida; on which the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Apams] had the 
floor. 

Mr. COWEN said he was anxious that the pri- 
vate business should be proceeded with; and, there- 
fore, he raised the objection to this bill, that it was 
rather of a public than a private nature. 

The SPEAKER decided that the bill must be 
considered as private. The Chair could not un- 
dertake to go beyond its face, from which it ap- 
peared to be a bill for the relief of private citizens 
in Florida. 





Mr. ADAMS inquired whether it would be in 
order to move a postponement of the bill under 
consideration until to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER said it would. 

Mr. ADAMS was understood to express a de- 
sire that the bill for the relief of the heirs of Philip 
Renault should now be aisposed of. After a brief 
argument against the bill under consideration, and 
an expression of his desire to occupy the floor on 
to-morrow against the passage of the bill, and the 
principles on which it was founded, he concluded 
by moving its postponement until to-morrow. 

Mr. LEVY said he had no objection to thé course 
proposed by the gentleman from Massachuset's, 
{Mr. Apams,] provided the postponement wou!d 
not bazard the final action of the House on the 
bill. He hoped it would be allowed to take prece- 
dence of other business. 

Mr. ADAMS then modified his motion so as to 
make the bill the special order for to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the bill for the relief of the heirs of Philip Renaalt. 
The pending question was a motion to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed. 

Mr. JOHN YOUNG (who held the floor) ad- 
dressed the House at length in opposition to the 
motion to reconsider, and in favor of the justice of 
the claim of Renault. 


Mr. WELLER called for the previous question, 
but the call was not sustained by the House. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON then addressed the House in 
opposition to the bill. 

Mr. ADAMS supported the claim, and was fo!- 
lowed in the debate by Mr. MOORE, Mr. STU- 
ART of Illinois, Mr. POPE, and Mr. CUSHING. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL expressed a desire vo 
have the questioa postponed for a week longer. 

Mr. CUSHING made a motion to that effect. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved the previous ques- 
tion; which motion prevailing, 

The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, January 21, 1843. 

Mr. NEWHARD presented the petition of Ja- 
cob Wilt, of Lehigh county, Pennsylvania, a 
soldier of the revolutionary war, praying for a 

ension. 

The SPEAKER called for reports from com- 
mittees. 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON, from the Committee 
on the District of Columbia, repested a bill to in- 
corporate the Grand Lodge of the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows of the District of Columbia; 
which was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL, with unanimous consent 
presented resulutions adopted by the Legislature 
of South Carolina on the subject of the tariff; 
which were read at his request, and then referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 
to be printed. 


Mr. BARNARD, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported several Senate bills, without 
amendment; among which was a bill entitled “An 
act to extend for a longer period the several acts 
for the relief of insulvent debtors of the United 
States:” this bill was read athird time, and passed. 

Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, reported a bill further to con- 
tinue in force the act for the payment of horses 
and other property lost in the military service of 
the United States; which was read twice. 

Mr. C. ihen moved thatit be put on its third 
reading; and the question was put on its engross- 
ment. 

Mr. GRANGER and Mr. LINN objected, on 
the ground that, if it did not make an appropria- 
tion, it took money from the treasury, aad there- 
fore must be committed. 

Mr. TURNEY said its commitment would be 
tantamount to its rejection, and therefore he moved 
the previous question. : 

The SPEAKER said the previous question 
would bring the House to a direct vote on the en- 
grossment. ; 

Mr. EVERETT moved to lay that motion on 
the table. 

Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays; and 
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they were ordered, and revsulled—yeas 52, nays 
114. 

So the motion te lay on the table was rejected. 

The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous question, and carried in the affirma- 
tive. 

The bili was ordered to its engrossment; and, 
having been read a third time, was pasied. 

Mr. GOGGIN presented certain papers in rela- 
tion to the Creek Indians in Alabama; which were 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CUSHING, from the Commitiee on For- 
eign Affairs, to whom was referred the message of 
the President, in relation to the tonnage duty on 
Spanish vessels, reported “a bill concerning ton- 
nage duties on Spanish vessels:” read twice, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. RODNEY, from the Committee on Revo- 
jutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief cf 
Amy McGuire, widow of the late Major Thomas 
McGuire: read twice, and referred to the Commit. 
tee of the Whole House. 

Mr. GORDON, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Sampson 
Brown: twice read, and referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House. 

Mr. SANFORD, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Wm. Patterson: 
read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 


Mr. POPE, from the Commitiee on Territories, 
reported a “‘bill fixing the boundary between Mis- 
souri and lowa;” which was read twice, and refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee fer 
the District of Columbia, reported sundry bills in 
relation to the lunatic asylum and the custody of 
lunetics: read twice, and referred. 


COMMODORE AP CATESBY JONES. 


Mr. BOTTS offered a resolution, calling upon 
the Secretary of the Navy for all correspondence 
and information in that department, in relation to 
the rumored re¢all of Commodore Thomas Ap 
Catesby Jones from command of the Pacific 
squadron; which was read. 

Mr. WISE said he hoped his colleague would 
not press his resolution. No communication had 
been received from Commodore Jones, owing to 
the distance of his station from the seat of Gov- 
ernment; and he therefore hoped that the House 
would wait to fear from the Pacific. The depart- 
ment has, as he felt assured, taken no action in the 
matter. 

Mr. BOTTS said he would willingly withdraw 
his resolution, if his colleague were right. He was 
induced to offer it, in consequence of the state- 
ment in the Globe of this morning, in relation to 
the alleged recall of Commodore Jones. 

Mr. WISE said there was no truth in the ru- 
mor stated in the Globe—no foundation whatever 
for it. 

Mr. BOTTS was understood to say that he was 
under the impression that Captain Parker was or- 
dered to take the place of Commodore Jones. 

Mr. WISE remarked that he saw Capt. Parker 
on yesterday, and that officer said that he had not 
been ordered to the Pacific at all. He felt certain 
that no such course as that supposed by his col- 
league had been taken with regard to Commodore 
Jones. 

Here the subject dropped. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the motion of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[Mr. Winrnrop,] to print 5,000 extra copies of 
the majority and minority report from the Commit 
tee On Commerce, in relation to the imprisonment 
of negro seamen in Southern ports. The question 
was taken, and the motion adopted. 

The motion to print 3,000 extra copies of the re- 
port upon the commerce of the lakes, heretofore 
submitted, was adopted. 


GEN. JACKSON'S FINE. 
This subject came up as the regular business of 


the morning hour—the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Borrs being entitled to the floor. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. BOTTS rose and inquired how much of 
the hour remained. 

The SPEAKER said, twelve to fifteen minutes. 

Mr. BOTTS said if the House-had no objection, 
he would defer bis remarks until Monday. 

No objection being made, the subject was passed 


by. 
Mr. GIDDINGS here called for the orders of 
the day, bat yielded his call. 


EXTRA ALLOWANCES. 


Mr. C. JOHNSON asked the House, by general 
consent, to take up his bill to prohibit extra allow- 
ances to public officers. 

No objection having been made, the bill was 
read as follows: 

A BILL to prohibit extra allowances to any officer of the Gov- 
eroment. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled 
That it shafl not be lawful for the President of the United 
States, or either of the heads of departments, or any disbursing 
officer of the United States, to settle, allow, or pay to any officer 
of the Government, or to any personin the pay or employment 
of the Government, any additional compensation or allowance, 
or eXtra pay, or per centum whatever, in addition to the regu- 
lar pay Of such officer, or other person, for or on account of an 
services, of whatever nature or kind they may be; and that all 
acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act 
be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON submitted an amendment, 
the object of which, he said, was to carry out 
more effectually the provisions of the bill. It pro- 
vided that it shall be the duty of the President to 
remove any officer who should be found guilty of 
violating its provisions. 

Mr. ADAMS opposed the bill, and contended 
that it would be likely to increase, rather than re- 
duce, the public expenditures. Its effect was to 
prohibit cfficers from performing extra services; 
the consequence of which would be, the appoint- 
ment of new and additional officers. He argued 
that extra services were often required of the mili- 
tary and naval officers, for which they should be 
paid. 

Mr. CUSHING wished to know whether this 
bill had the absolute right to be considered this 
day. 
The SPEAKER said that the bill was under 
consideration by consent. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then withdrew his 
amendment. 


Mr. CUSHING said it seemed to him that this 
wai one of those bills which demanded the consid- 
eration of some committee; and he would, there- 
fore, move that it be referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. . 

Mr. PICKENS understood that this bill, as 
amended by the gentleman who introduced it, lim- 
ited the power of the President in regard to dis- 
missal from office; which he deemed unconstitu- 
tutional. (Mr. P.-was here informed that the 
amendment was withdrawn.] Mr. P. had no 
doubt but the power of making extra allowances 
bad been greatly abused; but he doubted whether 
the House would not do more barm than good by 
prohibiting it altogether. He had no objection to 
a declaratory clause, which would point out the 
abuses which ought to be corrected. 

Mr. CUSHING then withdrew his motion, and 
moved to refer the bill to the Committee of the 
Whoie on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GILMER was afraid that, if the bill was 
referred to" any committee, it would not be passed 
this session; and he thought it indispensable to the 
preservation of a pure government, or the restora- 
tion of a pure government, thatsome such measure 
should be adopted. The gentleman trom Massa- 
chucetts seemed to him not to have met the bill in 
the true spirit. It was very true, in the abstract, 
that there were extra services which would entitle 
the persons performing them to an equitatle claim 
on the Government for extra compensation; but if 
the gentleman would refer to the facts shown in 
the report of a committee of this House at the last 
session, he would find that these extra compensa- 
tions, which have grown up into such an alarming 
abuse, were not paid for extra services, but for the 
ordinary services which the Government had a 
right to demand of the officers receiving them. 
Now, he would grant, with the gentleman from 
Massachusetis, iba if the Chief Justice should be 





required to take the command of the army 
render any service which the people of the Unies 
States bad nota right to require from him then he 
would be entitled to claim extra compensation , 
it. So also, if the commander-in chief of . 
army of the United States was required to Perfor 
any civil daty not Within the line of his ome 
duties, then he would be entitled to claim an ex 
tra allowance for it. Bat the fact was that 
soldiers had been allowed extra com, ; 
tion fer performing a soldier's duty, and ¢iyj) 
ians had been allowed extra COM pensation 
for performing their civil duties; and that Was the 
great evil they wished to correct. The practice 
also of granting extra compensation comprehend; 
too much discretion in the executive departments 
and allowed them to fix the compensations of the 
public officers, which ought only to be done by 
Congress. There were no officers in the pubjic 
service whose duties were not prescribed by lay: 
and he maintained that the Government had , 
right to demand all their time, within the line of 
their duty, as an equivalent for the liberal salaries 
allowed them. If they rendered any extra ser. 
vices deserving of extra compensation, Congress 
was the place to apply for it. Why should the 
bill be referred ei. her to the Committee on Mili. 
tary Affairs, or to the Committee of the Whole} 
The House had, by a full vote, discharged the Com. 
mittee of the Whole from the further considera. 
tion of it; and it was now before them, and open io 
amendment. All the members of the committees 
were members of the House; and they could dis. 
cuss and amend the bil] as well in the Houseasin 
the committee-rooms. If they had amendments io 
offer, now Was the time to doit. He hoped the 
reference would not be made, as a delay of the 
bill would probably defeat it for this session. [t 
was necessary for a pure and honest Government 
thatsome such regulation should beadopted. There 
had been the most flagrant and cutrageous abuses 
in making extra allowances to officers for per- 
forming merely the ordinary duties of their stations, 
in violation of law; for he would observe, that such 
a prohibition as was contained in this bill was 
already on the statute-book. The passage of this 
bill, therefore, would show the deparimenis that 
the attention of the Representatives of the people 
was turned to the subject, and that they were de- 
termined to correct the abuses complained of. 

Mr. HOLMES supposed that, with the exception 
of two or three enlightened minds, there were not 
ten persons in the House who had given any con- 
sideration to this bill; and yet they were in this 
hasty manner called on to dc—whai?_ Why, to cor- 
rect abuses which, as the gentleman who introduced 
the bill said, had existed since the foundation of 
the Government. Now, he took this ground: that 
there ought to be no legislation for the purpose of 
reforming long-standing abuses, without reflecting 
deeply on the evils that might thereby be produced. 
Without any correspondence with the heads of 
departments, but by the consultation of two or 
three members together, who were for curing all 
the evils existing in the Government, they were 
called, in this burried manner, to legislate in the 
dark, without knowing what the evils were tbat 
were complained of, and without knowing whether 
the cure would be effectual. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST opposed the bill as con- 
flicting with existing laws, and as tending to put 
it out of the power of the Government to make 
compensation for services that may be rendered, 
and that may be indispensable for the carrying on 
of the Government. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said that the passage 
of the bill would present a very extraordinary it- 
stance of inconsistency on the part ef Congress. 
They had now before them a bill just passed by 
the Senate, providing extra compensation for the 
officers who were engaged in the exploring ¢x- 
pedition; and while they were considerimg this bill, 
(whieh had passed one body, and would no doubt 
pass the other,) they were asked to pass another, 
prohibiting all exira compensations whatever, 00 
matter how meritorious and indispensable the ser- 
vice that might be rendered. Mr. 1. dwelt on the 
important services rendered by the officers of the 
exploring expedition, and the privations they en- 
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countered, for the purpose of showing that, in these 
as well as similar ones, extra compensation 
was both just and necessary. 

After a few words on the mode in which this 

‘eet had been brovght up, he advocated its com- 
pital to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. GRANGER gave some reasons for voting 
with tbe altras in the House on this bill. He had 
ep d the reduction of the army and the navy, 
which the gentlemen who supported this bill had 
efected; bat, during along peace, a system had 
grown up in this Government, of making extra al- 
jowances; and a feeling had arisen through the 
community, in consequence, of hostility to the 
ymy and the navy, which were the glory and 
ride of the nation. Now, he advocated this bill 
for the purpose of sustaining the army and the 
navy from further reductions; and he ventured to 
gssert, that if some such bill had beep in existence 
before, th> reductions which had taken place in het 
srmy and navy would not have been made. 


Mr. C. BROWN hoped the House would not be 
prejudiced against this bill by the remarks of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. J. R. Inaer- 
wLt] respecting the mode in which it came before 
them. The bill was there, and it was entitled to 
asmuch consideration as if it had been reported 


with all the formalities cf the House. Of the bill 


itself, he said it was worthy of their attention. 
This House, with the other branches of the Legis- 
lature, fixed the pay for the officers of the army 
gad of the navy, and also of the clerks in the de- 
parimenis; and they had given power to the heads 
of departments to allow extra compensation; and 
who did not know that favoritism existed, and that 
the power which they had delegated to others had 
been wrongfully used? What was the remedy for 
this?) A very plain one. Let no officer receive 
more than his pay for services which he may ren- 
der; but if he did more than was contemplated 
when the pay was fixed, let him come to Congress 
with bis claim, like the officers of the exploring ex- 
pedition, and there would always be found justice 
enough to pay him for his extra services. 


Mr. MOORE said this subject had been suffi- 
ciently discussed at the last session, and therefore 
he moved the previous question. 


Mr. ARNOLD appealed to the gentleman to 
withdraw that motion, to give him an opportunity 
lo saya single word. 

The motion was not withdrawn, and the previ- 
ous question was seconded, which had the effect of 
bringing the House to a direct vote on the engross- 
ment of the bill. The bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed; and the question recurred on its third 
reading. 

Mr. MOORE moved the previous question, which 


was seconded; and the main question was ordered 
to be put. 


The yeas and nays were demanded and ordered 
on the passage of the bill, and resulted as follows— 
yeas 151, nays 15. 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Landaff W: Andrews, Arnold, Ar- 
fington, Atherton, Beeson, Birdseye, Black, Boardman, Bor- 
den, Botts, Boyd, Briggs, Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, Milton 
Brown, Charlies Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, William 
Butler, Green W. Caldwell, ‘Patrick C. Caldwell, Calhoun, 
Joha Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Childs, Stalex.N. Clarke, 
Clifford, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cravens, Garrett Davis, 
Richard D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Eastman, John C. 
Edwards, Egbert, Lysheag © Ferris, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, 
Gates, Giddings, Gilmer, Goggin, William O. Goode, Graham, 
Granger, Gwin, Hall, Harris, t mains Haney, Hopkins, Houck, 
Houston, Howard, Hubard, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
James Irvin, Cave Johnson,Isaac D. Jon Keim.Juhn P. Ken- 
oedy, Lane, Lewis, Linn, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClel- 
lao, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKennan, Mallory, Alfred 

|, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Mattocks, Max- 
well, Maynard, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Mitchell, Moore, 
Morgan, Newhard, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, 
Payne, Pendleton Pickens, Pope, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin 
Randall, Alexander Randall, Read, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, 
Ridgway, Rigge, Rogers, Roosevelt, William Russell, James M. 
Russell, B:ltonstall, Saunders, Sewell, Shields, Slade, Truman 

William Smith, Snyder, Sianly, Steenrod, Alexander 
H. H. Stuart, John T. Stuart, Sweney, John B. Thompson, 
Jacob Thompson, Tomlinson Triplett, Trott, Turney, Under- 
wood, Van Buren, Warren, Ww ington, Watterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Winthrop, Yorke, and Augustus Young—I65l. 
_ NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Barnard, Burnell. Cranston, Cush- 
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RECONSIDERATION. 


Mr, ARNOLD said he rose to-a privileged ques- 
tion. He believed such was the only question on 
which he could get the floor. He moved a recon- 
sideration of the vote by which the bill had been 
passed. He had appealed to the gentleman from 
Louisiana .[Mr. Mvorre] to withdraw the motion 
for the previous question, in order to enable him 
to offer an amendment to the bill; and that genitle- 
man, though often in favor of retrenchment, and 
though he knew what he (Mr. A ) intended to of- 
fer, refused to accord him the privilege of making 
an amendment. 

Mr. GIDDINGS suggested that the gentleman 


should postpone his remarks until Monday, and let | 


the House act on the private bills before it. 

Mr. ARNOLD expressed his willingness to speak 
at some other time; but several gentlemen objected 
to a postponement of the motion to reconsider, and 
he was obliged to go on at this time. 

Mr. MOORE explained the reasons why he had 
refused to withdraw the motion for the previous 
question. He could not have served the gentle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. Annotp] by so doing; 
because the engrossment of the bill had been or- 
dered, and it was net liable to amendment. 

Mr. ARNOLD resumed, and addressed the 
House for some time in favor of his bill for redu- 
cing the pay of members of Congress and officers 
of the Government 25 per cent., which bill was 
proposed at the last session, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole, and never acted on. 
He complained that he could not make a motion 
to take it up, without being laughed ai; this, too, 
when the people in the country called aloud for 
the adoption of some such measure of retrench- 
ment. He desired 'o have the passage of the bill 
just passed reconsidered, for the purpose of attach- 
ing his proposition to it as an amendment. He 
argued that it would reduce the expenditures of the 
Government four millions annually; and he com- 
plained that the Whig party, of which he had been 
proud to be a member, had not fulfilled their 
pledges of retrenchment and reform so profusely 
made in every portion of the Union. 

Mr. STANLY made a few remarks, the purport 
of which was to correct a statement of the geaile- 
man from New York, [Mr. Grancer,] that the 
credit of his having accomplished a reduction of 
the army at the late session was due to the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. C. Jonnson] He 
held that all the credit of that measure (if any 
could be claimed) belonged to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Apams.] 

Mr. C. JOHNSON said he had always so ac- 
knowledged. 

The previous question was then moved and sec- 
onded; and, on putting the main question to the 
House, the motion to reconsider was rejected with- 
out a division. 

PRIVATE BUSINESS. 

The House took up the bill for the relief of the 
inhabitants of West Florida; which was made the 
special order for to-day, and on which the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts (Mr. Apams] had the 


floor. 

Mr. ADAMS addressed the House at some 
length in opposition to the bill, and concluded by 
moving (o lay it on the table; but, at the earnest re- 
quest of Mr. LEVY, withdrew the motion, to al- 
low that gentleman an opportunity of being heard 
in explanation, and in favor of the bill. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS offered a resolution 
(which was adopted) calling on the Secretary of 
War to report whether any change had been made 
in the organization cf the military divisions of the 
army of the United States since March Ist, 1842; 
and if so, the reasons for such change. 

Mr. BRIGGS offered a resolution calling on 
the Secretary of the Treasnry for a report showing 
the operation of the late tariff act on the revenue; 
which was adopted. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 23, 1843. 
The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Navy Department, 
showing the names of the persons employed in that 








department during the year 1842; which, on motion 
by Mr. ARCHER, was ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed. 

Also, a communication from the same department, 
in compliance with the 20ih section of the act 
of 1842, showing the manner in which the con- 
tingent fund of that department has been expended; 
and showing the amountof all former appropria- 
tions remaining in the treasury, and in the bands 
of disbursing agents, to the 30th June, 1842: ordered 
to lie on the table and be printed, 

Also, laid before the Seaate a communication 
from the Navy Departmen', made in compliance 
with a resolution of the Senate of the 5th instant, 
in relation to depredations made on the live-oak 
timber belonging to the United States, and point- 
ing out measures proper to be adopted to prevent 
future destruction of such timber; which, on motion 
by Mr. HUNTINGTON, was ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented a memorial 
from New York, remonstrating against the repeal 
of the bankrupt Jaw. Mr. T. remarked that the 
letter accompanying the memorial showed thai the 
latter was signed by most imfluential and 
wealthy men of large capital, engaged in most ex- 
tensive business operations; and whose pursuits 
gave them full opportunity to acquire a practical 
knowledge of the operations of that law: referred 
to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial from James 
Smith, praying the establishment of a new de- 
partment of government, to be called the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, to take charge of the agricul- 
tural interest; which was referred to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

Also, presented a memorial from citizens of 
Missouri, residing in the Jackson land district, 
in that State, praying the removal of the land of- 
fice from Jackson to Fredericktown; which was re- 
terred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Also, a petition from inbabitants in the south- 
eastern part of Missouri, praying an appropriation 
for the survey and improvement of Spring and 
Grand rivers; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


Mr. EVANS presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Bangor, in the State of Maine, praying the 
adoption of measures for placing the navigating in- 
terests of the United States on a more equal foot- 
ing with those of foreign powers, than is secured by 
existing treaties; and 

Mr. BATES presented a similar memorial from 
Gershom B. Nestor, and others, of Massachusetts; 
which memorials were referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial adopted 
at a meeting of citizens of Ohio county, Virginia, 
asking Congress to make a large issue of pub- 
lic stocks, based on a pledge of the public lands, 
for the relief of the States; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented three memorials 
from citizens of the city and county of Philadeiphia, 
asking Congress to adept the plan for a board of 
exchequer; which were ordered to lie on the table, 
to be considered with the bill on that subject. 

Also, presented a petition from James Gee, a 
soldier of the iate was, «ho has received a pension 
for wounds received in the service of his country, 
asking Congress for certain arrears of pension 
from the time he was disabled to the time at which 
he received a pension: referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Alse, presented a memorial from Edward Dex- 
ter, of Providence, Rhode Island, praying indem- 
nity for the capture of the schooner Betsy by the 
French privateer Cisalpine, prior to 1800. 

Mr. B. said this was one of the cases arising un- 
der the treaty of 1800; and moved that it lie on the 
table, as a bili had been reported making indemnity 
for such claims: agreed to. 

Mr. MERRICK presented certain resolations 
adopted by the Board of Common Council of the 
City of Washington, on the subject of the cession to 
the State of Maryland ef the stock held by the United 
States in the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal; which 
was referred to the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals. 
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Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial signed by 
3,000 inbabitan}s of the cities of New York and 
Brooklyn, in which ‘hey express the opinion that 
the sectional floating dry-dock is superior to any 
other, and praying that a dry-dock of that descrip- 
tion be erected at Brooklyn: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial from a num- 
ber of respeciable citizens of the city and county of 
Philadeiphia, complaining of the deranged state of 
the carrency, and suggesting that the plan for a 
board of exchequer would furnish some means of 
relief: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented additional docu- 
ments in relation to the claim of Robert Rodgers to 
a tract of land; which, with the memorial on the 
subject now on the files of the Venate, were referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from Rob- 
ert G. Shaw and others, of Boston, praying that 
there may be such an alteration of our treaty stipu- 
lations with foreign govenmenis, as to secure a 
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more reciprocal trade: referred to the Committee | 


on Commerce. 

Also, presented a memori+l from Daniel Weed 
and 26 others, of Massachusetts, praying that the 
constitutional rights of colored seamen, citizens of 
free States, may be res'ored to them: referred to 
the Judiciary Commitiee. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of the city and county of Philadelphia, in 
favor of the adoption of the plan for a board of 
exchequer; which was ordered io lie on the table. 


Mr. WALKER remarked that the Judiciary | 


Commitiee, a few days ago, had instructed him to 


make @ report adverse to the passage of the bill | 


from the House for the relief of 
Worth. Since that report was made, new evidence’ 
and documents have been developed. They did 


not change his mind as to the propriety of reject- | 


ing the bill; but it was due that the committee 
should have an opportunity of reconsidering their 
former decision, if there should be found anything 
in this new evidence to justify it. He, therefore, 
moved that the bill be taken up, with a view to its 
recommitment to the Judiciary Committee. 

The question was put, and carried in the affirma- 
tive; and the bill was referred accordingly. 

Mr. CONRAD presented a memorial from H. 
J. Ramsay and others, purchasers of publi¢ lands 
in the Siate of Louisiana, asking for relief in con- 
sequence of the patents for the same being withheld: 
referred to the Commities on Public Lands. 

Mr. KERR presented a memorial from the city 
of Baltimore, signed by a number of large com- 
mission merchants, protesting in a solemn manner 
against the repeal of the bankrupt law: referred to 
the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a memorial from in- 
habitants of township No. 41 north, of range 7, 
east of the 3d principal meridian, in Kane county, 
Illinois, praying for the relinquishment of the 
sixteenth seciions of land reserved for school pur- 
poses, and the selection of other lands in lieu thereo!; 
which was ordered to lie on the table—a general 
bill for the object prayed for having already 
passed the Senate. ; 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, and 
favorably to its passage, the joint resolution from 
the House, to establish agencies for water-rotted 
hemp in the States of Kentucky and Missouri. 

Mr. CONRAD, trom the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported back, with an amendment, House 
bill entitled “An act for the relief of Jsmes B. 
Sullivan, of the parish of Rapides, in the Sate of 
Louisiana.” 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, made a report (which was ordered to 


be printed) in favor of the indefinite postponement | 


of the bill from the House, entitled “An act for 
the relief of Benjamin Evans.” 

Mr. BATES, trom the Committee on Pen- 
sions, made a report (which was ordered to be 
printed) adverse to the pessage of the bill from 
the House, entitled “An act for the relief of Samuel! 
Neely.” ; 


Al.o, reported back, from the same committee, 


Gorham A. | 
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Samuel M. Asbory. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Treasury De- 
partment, reporting, in compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the Senate of the 28th ultimo, statements of 
the revenue from imports during the third and 
fourth quarters of the year 1842; the outstanding 
appropriations at the close of the years 1840, 1841, 


| and 1842, respectively; and the quantity of land ad. 


vertised for sale since the 4th March, 1840; which, 
on motion of Mr. WOODBURY, was referred to the 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be prinied. 


COMMITTEE ON TERRITORIES. 


The resolution of Mr. Sevrer, so to amend 
the 33d rule of the Senate as to authorize the ap- 
pointment cf a new standing commiltee to take 
charge of Territorial basiness, came up for consid- 
eration, 

Mr. SEVIER made some remarks in favor of 
the resolution, not distinetly heard. 

Mr. KING said he had no disposition to throw 
any obstacle in the way of the business of the Territo- 
ries; but it strack his mind that there could no great 
adventage result from the passage of the resolution. 
The Territories bad their delegates in the other 
House, who were pleased to attend to the interests 
of the Territories, and to take such measures as 
were proper to advance them, both before the 
House and the standing committee having charge 
of that class of business. He thought, so far as 
speedy action in the Senate was desirable, that 
greater facility would be given by the severa! stand- 
ingcommitiees of that body to Territorial business, 
than could in all human probability be given by a 
regular and independent commitiee. He had no 
great objection to the adoption of the resolution, 
but thought it better for the Territories that it should 
not be. 


Mi. SEVIER thought that there were many 
local matiers which might be better or more 
promptly attended to, if there was a regular stand- 
ing commiitee. He sawno reason why the Terri- 
tories Were not equally entitled as the District of Co- 
lumbia to an exclusive committee. He hoped 
the resolution would be adopted. 

The question was then put on the adoption of 
the resolution, and it was decided in the negative. 

Mr. KING presented a memorial from a num- 
ber of ship-owners of Newburyport, Massachusetts, 
represesting that the mercantile navigation of the 
United States has suffered materially from the 
effects of the existing treaties, and the arrange- 
ments between the United States and Great Brit- 
ain, the Hanse:tic Republics, France, Holland 
Denmark, Russia, and Sweden, respectively; and 
that those treaties and arrangements termed recip- 
rocal have not proved reciprocal to the naviga- 
tion of the United States. Mr. K. said the memo- 
rialists to asked that Congress would, so far as the 
treaties permitted, make such regulations as would 
relieve them from the consequences resulting from 
these relations. Mr. K. had no doubt that the 
shipping interests of the United States had been 
impaired by a desire to extend reciprocal commer- 
cial relations. ‘The memorial was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. LINN expressed a wish that the Senate 
would take up the Oregon bill, as the member from 
Kentucky, who wasentitled to the floor on it, was 
ready to proceed in his remarks. 

Mr. EVANS hoped the Senate would dispose 


|| of the unfinished business of Friday—being the 
|| bill for the benefit of the Petersburg Railroad Com- 
1} pany. 


Some debate of a conversational character here 


| arose on the priority of business. Messrs. EVANS 


and GRAHAM contending that the Petersburg 
railroad bill should have precedence; and Messrs, 
LINN and SEVIER, that the Oregon biil should. 


Mr. CALHOUN expressed a hope that the bill 
(cr the benefil of the railroad company would be 
taken up and disposed of; for, if it was intended to 
be of any benefit at all, it should be passed forth- 
with. 

Mr. BATES moved to take up the railroad 
bill; and the question being put on that motion, it 
was determined in the affirmative—ayes 18, noes 17, 


with sundry amendmen's, the bi!l for the relief of PETERSBURG RAILROAD COMPany 
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ground, | 

Mr. ARCHER said he would hay reat 
oceasion to regret having yielded to — a onl 


the Senator from Arkansas for an adjoyy 


0 Did he not 


when this subject was last before the Senay ; of that 
had failed to come op for discussion dee i wily a1 
was a subject of very great importance, oo + eat 


to the parties who were to be immediately benefig; fim tive action 















by it, but to the community at large. He Would tion 
nevertheless, have been contented to intrust 4, frontier 
interests, great as they were, to the care of 0 old them: 
genilemen in that body, were it not for the rela: ticular att 
in which he stood to the parties, and for the obser. The hono! 
vations made on a former day by the Senator fro company | 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bucnanan.] The Sey Alleghany 
from Pennsylvania had, in his apprehension, given road iron. 
a sufficient evidence of the untenableness of the honore 
grounds upon which the passage of this bill yall benefit of 
attempted to be resisted, when he (evincing, as helm lishment i 
did, the utmost solicitade about the fate of the bill justice. 
opened the debate by making that sort of appeal io terests Of | 
the Senate which the gentlemen of his Party aj.fame Senator w: 
ways reserve as the ultima ralio—as the reayy agricaltur 
which should ride over all other consideration. Mme and to W 
The gentleman declared this to be one of thoi corporatio 
cases (to which allusion was so often made) ¢ Pepnsylvé 
moneyed institutions successfully struggling to When 
persede all considerations of the public interest, ofl involved | 
of public faith. The gentleman from Pennsylva the passa: 
nia was a man of letters, and a man of taste; bell was the a] 
knew too well the Horatian rule to fail in the ob. design of 
servance of it. relation | 
He (Mr. Arcner) desired to call the attention country? 
of the Senate towhat had been made the subjecto built up? 
anticipated invective. This corporation was onMlN establishe 
which was instituted for a great agricultural por MM tected? 
pose, affecting not one portion alone, but severaliN establishu 
portions of this Union. The gentieman’s omMiM railroads 
State was largely interested, as well as that which The ge 
be (Mr. A.) had the honor to represent. Nor wast these iron 
this all. This road was subservient to the con. policy hei 
munication along the whole seaboard of the United MM ed to be | 
States, and vitally affected the interests of all theMN tions, T 
maritime States of the Union—such were the inter. indeed, a 
ests involved in this question, and not merely thoe ME mac—wh 
of the party claiming relief by this bill. And what that it wa 
was the nature of the benefits to be conferred by generated 
the bill upon the party who were applicants for is we were 
passage? Did they ask a remission of duties to bel pew indu 
granted them, to which they were not now entilled/MM ting the f 
Not at ail. The iron was already in the country,MMM friend, s 
or would be within afew days; and all they asked this case. 
was, an extension of the time for laying it down. policy, 2 
Even the laying down of the iron might be com- MM whose ir 
plet-din time; but, if they were driven, by a denial Senator, 
of their request—by a refusal] to pass this bill—to go do not tr. 
on within the limits of the period which remained (0 portation 
them under the present law, what would be thei down yo 
result to the parties and to the community? The par- i ment wa 
ties would be compelled, impoverished as they nowH As to tt 
were, to employ labor at any cost, in order to com-H unimpor 
plete their work within the given time. This wuld of the pi 
be attended with considerable inconvenience (0M the coun 
the company; but it was not the company alone The | 
which was going to be affecied. A portion of the iron sto 
great Southern read, upwards of a hundred miles inferior 
in extent, would have to be taken up; and the com- Hy where | 
munication along this great artery, which connecis ed. If 2 
the North with the South, suspended for the perio MM the cou 
of a whole month. The parties asked no remissi(O@% was the 
of duties; but they asked a remission of expense, was a p 
end for an indulgence, which, if conferred, would we tout 
avert from the pablic the highest inconvenience. penalty 
Associated wealth! corporations! Why, hei policy 
company asking this indulgence was nearly bank- savetior 
rupt. He (Mr. A ) had asked one of the pres} and he; 
dents of the company at what price his stock asi his clai 
sellinz, and his answer was, “At no price.” ToeH not be 
company was largely indebted to the Siate. Acti this vin 
such were the moneyed corporations which, & HM lo any | 
cording to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, ¥e'¢ Ry no sort 
sure to obtain from Congress whatever they mig0' HM pany ji 
ask. He denied the very ground on which (6H lsbmer 
Senator planted himself. The privilege now asked United 
had nothing to do with the question of favoring HM tation 
iron-mapufacturing interests. The iron mannii, Mr, | 
turers of Pennsylvania weuld not sell one pro? dill of 
more of iron if this bill should be rejected, 8° effecis, 
they would if it were passed. There was °° RR in refey 
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ground, then, en which the gentleman’s opposition 

jdrest. The honorable Senator from Pennsy!- 

ia had spoken of his conciliatory disposition. 
Did he not perceive how much be was now acting 
out of that character—to which he (Mr. A.) wonld 
readily agree he was generally entitled—for he was 

ing at the hands of the Senate for a most vindic- 
jive action on this subject. He was asking fora a 
subjection of the interests of the whole maritime 
frontier to—what? The honorable Senator had 
jold them—and he (Mr. A.) asked the par- 
ticular attention of the Senate to this point— 
The honorable Senator had told them that a great 
company had been recently established upon the 
Alleghany river, for the manufacturing of rail- 
road iron, So all these sacrifices were invoked by 
the honorable Senator—for whose benefit? For the 
benefit of one single iron manufaciuring estab- 
jjshment in hisown State. This was his notion of 
iystice. He (Mr. Ancmer) supposed that the in- 
terests of these corporations, to which the honorable 
Senator was so hostile—corporations which subserve 
sgricaltare and commerce—were to be sacrificed; 
and to what? Why, to the interests of another 
corporation—an iron manvfacturing company in 
Pennsylvania. 

When the discussion in which they had been 
involved in relation to our protective policy upon 
the passage of the tariff bill was going on, what 
was the appeal then made to them? What was the 
design of the gentleman who made that appeal, in 
relation to the protection of the interests of the 
country? Was it that new interests were to be 
builtup? Or was it not rather that the old and 
established interests of the country should be pro- 
tected? At that time there were none of these 
establishments for the manufacturing of iron for 
railroads in existence. 

The gentleman, then, in invoking protection for 
these iron establishments, was not borne out by the 
policy heretofore avowed. Protection was intend- 
edto be extended to the old and exis'ing institu- 
tions, There was scarcely a man on this floor, or, 
indeed, anywhere—certainly not south of the Poto- 
mac—who wouid have dared to avow the doctrine 
that it was intended that new interests should be 
generated. But admitting it to be otherwise—that 
we were bound not to sacrifice a new interest, or a 
new industry that bad recently sprung up;—admit- 
ting the full force of the arguments of his honorable 
friend, still they would have no application to 
this ease. It could be no breach of that protective 
policy, admitting it to extend to the company 
whose interests were advocated by the honorable 
Senator, to say to the Petersburg company, If you 
do not transcend the time limited for making im- 
portations, you shall have the privilege of laying 
down your iron when ycu please. The true intend- 
ment was a limit upon the time for importation. 
As to the laying down of the iron, it was wholly 
unimportant: it had no reference to the real policy 
of the protection of the manufacturing interests of 
the country. 

_ The limitation of the time for laying down the 
iron stood merely in the relation of a penalty; and 
isferior courts of justice often remit penalties 
where the substance of the obligations is fulfil- 
td. If a court of law were ta enforce the penalty, 
the court of chancery would interfere. Congress 
was the highest court of justice and of equity. Here 
Was a penalty, the application of which was to en- 
We tothe benefit of no one, They were enforcing a 
penalty in a case which was not reached by the 
policy of our protective tariff. It would be a 
Sadcioning on their part of the vindictive penalty; 
and he submitted to the honorable Senator whether 
his claim to the character of coneiliator would 
hot be endangered by his strenuous advocacy of 
this vindictive action. It would not only not enure 
0 any public benefit, but it would be prodaciive of 
nO sort of benefit to the iron-maoufaciuring com- 
Paby in Pennsylvania, which was the only estab- 
lsbment now manufacturing that sort of iron ia the 
United States. There should, he thought, be no hes- 
lation on the question, 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he believed this to be a 

ll of great importance, and calculated, in its 
effects, to repeal the policy of the late tariff law, 
in reference to a single article, without a modifiva- 
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tion of the whole of it. He wished to present to 
the Senate his views upon this subject, and he 
would do it as briefly as possible. He had no in- 
terest in this bill, which was not common to every 
Senator. His honorable friend was mistaken if 
he supposed that he argued that, because there were 
one or two establishments for the making of rail- 
road iron in Pennsylvania, that was a reason for the 
rejection of this bill. He had stated the fact mere- 
ly for the information of the Senate, and for no 
other purpose, Still, it was important informa. 
tion, and well worthy the attention of the country. 
The Senator said -he (Mr. Bucnanan) was well 
acquainted with the Horatian rule. He presumed 
the rule the Senator referred to was, that he never 
asked the interposition of the gods, unless ina 
difficulty otherwise insuperable. But if he shou!d 
succeed in representing to the Senate his ideas upon 
this subject, he thought the Senator would agree 
with him that there was no insuperable difficulty in 
the case, 

It appeared to him a perfectly plain case; and 
notwithstanding the Senator from South Carolina 
thought it was unworthy of argument, he doubted 
whether he would be able to succeed in refuting 
even the feeble argumenis which he would be able 
to present. He asserted that corporations had 
great power in this country. They were never 
satisfied. One decision against them might follow 
another; and they were always ready, like the 
heads of the hydra, to spring up to new life, and 
persist in urging their claims upon Congress. If 
ever a question had been settled on broac, and lib- 
eral, and just principles, he contended it was this 
question, so far as corporations were concerned. 
Let them look at this case, and they would see the 
respectable Committee on Finance reporting a bill, 
without a line accompanying that report for the 
benefit of a corporation. 

If a poor old soldier applied for a pension, the 
question was, in every instance, referred to a com- 
mittee; and the case was presented to the Senate 
in an ample and full report. The Senate could 
not tell now how much iron wasto be laid down; 
they could not even tell the length of the road that 
was to be relaid, or how much had already been 
laid down; they could not tell whether they were 
to release to the company the payment of $50,000 
or $500. They had the naked statement of the 
company, which conveyed no authentic informa- 
tion on the subject. 


Mr. B. preceeded to review the history of the 
legislative enactments in reference to this compa- 
ny, and argued that the exclusive privileges granted 
to it had already occasioned the tax upon the 
community to be increased to a very great extent. 
And now the question was, whether a second 
exemption from the payment of duties, to 
which all other citizens were subject, should 
be extended to this railroal company; for so 
far from its being a mere extension of the 
time for laying down the iron, it would in 
reality be a further release of duties. He was far 
from being an enemy to corporations whose pur- 
poses, objects, and views were for the public ad- 
vantage. He was far from being an enemy to 
railroad corporations; he believed they had been of 
much service to the country. But as to the influ- 
ence exerted by corporations, it was plainly visi- 
ble. The Oregon Territory bill was laid aside; 
the question involving peace or war was 
laid aside, in order that this measure should pass, 
and that the railroad company should be put to no 
inconvenience. When he asserted that corpora- 


tions had influence, he was borne out by the facts | 


before them. Did they not see respectable men 
associated together in the form of a company, hav- 
ing an object to accomplish, bringing respectable 
men from Virginia to advocate and support their 
interests? They could, and did, urge their claims 
with more impunity, and with greater pertinacity, 
and with better success, than individual citizens. 
He did think, when he bad consented in 1841 
and 1842 to yield to their demands, that we 
should have heard no more of railroad companies’ 
exemptions from the commcn burdens borne b 
the citizens of this country. If they should suc- 
ceed in passing this bill, it would be, as he said 
before, but the entering wedge, so far as regards 
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Pennsylvania and Kentucky, and the other iron 
producing States. Whether the tariff be right or 
wrong, (and he was not going to discuss that 
question) —whether the principle of protection be of 
benefit or not—it was a general enactment, de- 
signed to have a general application; and he re- 
garded it as highly improper and inexpedient to 
fritter away that law by special legislation. 

Mr. RIVES said he desired to make a single ob- 
servation in regard to the point upon which the 
Sena'or from Pennsylvania seemed to lay all the 
emphasis, viz: that here was an application for ex- 
emption from the du'y on iron, to which exemp- 
tion the company asking it was not entitled, ac- 
cording to the equitable construction of the law. 
It seemed to him (Mr. R.) that the construction 
given to the law by the honorable Senator was al- 
together too liberal, and that it did not satisfy the 
equity of the case. 

Mr. Rives here read the provision of the stat- 
ute which applies to the laying down of the iron 
necessary to complete the road previous to the 3d 
March, 1843. It appeared to him, from the facts 
presented in the memorial of the Petersburg com- 
pany, that the road never had been completed, and 
that the Senator from Pennsylvania was therefore 
incorrect in supposing that the intention was te re- 
new the exemption heretofore enjoyed. The com- 
pany, it appeared, had procured, in the first in- 
stance, very light iron, which, when laid down, was 
discovered to be entirely unsuitable; and they were 
consequently under the necessity of ordering a new 
importation. The iron had not been worn out: it 
was not, therefore, for the purpose of replacing old 
rails by new, but of substitating good rails for 
those which had been mistakenly supposed to be 
sufficient. It seemed to him that this circumstance, 
instead of diminishing the weight of reasoning in 
favor of the passage of the bill, added to it, in a 
very considerable degree; because the company had 
been subjected to a double hardship, and had in- 
curred considerable loss. He thought that, in a 
fair, practical, and equitable view of the case, it 
came clearly within the spirit, if not direetly with- 
in the letter, of the law. 


Mr. EVANS was very sorry to be under the ne- 
cessily of saying another word on this subject. Bat, 
as he was obliged to doso, he weuld confine himself 
to one or two remarks of the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania,[Mr. Bucuanan,] which, he conceived, 
applied to the only question that could arise as to 
the propriety or policy of the present bill. The 
first point relied upon by the Senator is, that this is 
a bill, not simply for extending the time for laying 
down iron imported under the provisions of the 
tariff law, but to release the iron imported by the 
company up to the 3d of March, for its railroad, 
from duty altogether; or, in other words, to make 
a donation of $50,000 to this company; because, 
as he says, its iron is not entitled to the exemption 
from duty, according to the letter and spirit of the 
provision in the tariff law. He thinks we are giv- 
ing to this company privileges which do not belong 
to it under existing law. This argument has been 
answered in part by the Senator from Virginia, 
{Mr. Rives,} with whom he (Mr. E) concurred. 
The law of 1841 allowed al! railroad iron import- 
ed previous !o 3d March, 1843, to come in duty 
free, and to remain exempt from duty, provided it 
was laid down before that dav for use, where it is 
intended for the construction or completion of rail- 
roads in the course of construction. By the tariff 
law of 1842, railroad iron imported and laid down 
for use up to the 3d of March, 1843, is exempt 
from duty; but, because this provision refers to the 
Jaw of 1841, which it is intended to carry out, the 
Senator insists that it is confined to new railroads, 
new branches, or parts in cons'ruction, and not be- 
fore complete. He ccn'ends that this railroad is 
not one entitled to the privilege, because iron was 
laid down upon it before. But the Senator over- 
looks the fact that this company was only trying an 
experiment, not knowing the extent of business or 
weight of transport which might be required; and, 
indeed, at first not anticipating anything like what 
has come to pass; and imported iron, which, on 
trial, proved entirely too light. It proved so unfit 
for the use of the road, that the company has, for 
a few years back, been devoting its means to the 


pale nes 
nie 3 


A Bi» ere ibe Me, 


+ 
* 
os 


S 
* 


Pete 
x Ye 
¢ +e 


ee oe 


wee 
* 


f hip rey ey wes 


aS Bey of 
eer 
eth. Hog Se te 





- <* 





7 


Sal ps 


e 


tn 


188 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








object of replacing this light iron with a more sub- 
stantial and permanent kind. Until this is fally 
accomplished, the road is not complete; and in 
spirit, if not in letter, it is entitied to the privilege 
of the law of 1841, reccgnised in the law of 1842. 
Another answer to the objection made by the Sen- 
ator is, that the act of 1842 extended the provision 
of the act of 1841 to ali railroad iron imported and 
Jaid down for use prior (o 31 March, 1843; and, al- 
though the words “entitled under any existing law” 
are used, it does not exclude the ccnstruction that 
iron for repairs of railroads may not be imported 
duty free, according to the spirit and meaning of 
the law of 1842. The Senator says there was no 
existing law which entitled this company to import 
iron for itsrailroad, without payment of duty, to re- 
place iron already in use that had before been im- 
ported duty free. If that is the constraction of the 
proviso in the jaw of 1842, this bill will not affect 
ut. But, the Senator will say, Why pass it, then, 
if it will be of no avail? [i is precisely because the 
friends of the bill think it will avail, and because 
they put a differeat construction on the law of 
1842, that they wish to pass it. They wish to pass 
it, because, while it inflicis po injury en the reve- 
nue, (for itcan make no difference in that particu- 
Jar,) ut will give not only great convenience to the 
operations of the company, but confer a public 
benefit on the country, and its mails and commerce, 
by preventing an unnecessary interruption and sus- 
pension, for an indefinite peiiod, of the intercourse 
of travel by that route of railroad. 

The Committee on Finance had considered all 
these things. It found that the iron was here, and 
would and could be Jaid down by the 3d of March, 
if this indulgence wes not granted; that, therefere, 
it would make no difference to the revenue. They 
construed the provision of the law of 1842 in the 
spirit on which that law was based; and, taking 
care that the period of importing the iron duty free 
should noi be extended, they conceived itreasonable 
to extend the time for laying down that already 
imported. He was aware that, in one sense, it 
might be said the time of imporiaticn will be ex- 
tended, because, without this bill, no iron would be 
imported pasta day which would allow time for 
laying it down prior to 3d of March; and that iron 
imported cn the 21 of March might be duty free, 
while that imported next day would be subject to 
duty. But the law was so; and the commitiee did 
not propose any modification of it, well knowing 
that, practically, there would be no such importa- 
tion up tothe day. In fact, all the iron ordered 
under that provision of the law, is either in the 
country, wholly or in the greater part—with the ex- 
ception, perhaps, of some few tons in port, and not 
yet landed; though he did not know that there was 
any ordered not by this time received. The bill 
proposes merely to allow the company till Decem- 
ber next for laying down this raiiroad iron. It 
does not prolong the time for importation. It 
makes no difference tothe revenue. It will, be- 
sides being some convenience and saving of ex- 








pense to the company, be of great convenience | 


and saving of time,if no! of expense,to the Gov- | 


ernment in continuing, oninierrupted, the trans- | 


mission of the mails; and, in general, to the public 
at large, interested in the travel or commerce of the 
South. 


Mr. BAYARD asked whether the bill would | 


have reference merely to the iron already in 
the country, or to all that may be imported up to 
the 3d of March? 


Mr. EVANS replied that it would extend to iron 
imported up to the 3d of March; but there would be 
none so imported beyond what would come in duty 
free, even if the bill was not passed. The existing 
law goes tothe same exten; and the committee 
did not think proper to make any alteration, 
fully impressed with the conviction that there 
would be no importation under this bill, that would 
not take place under the law of 1842. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. ARCH- 
ER and EVANS in support of the bill, and by 
Messrs. BUCHANAN and PHELPS in opposi- 
tion. 

The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill, and it was passed—yeas 20, nays 19, as 
follows: 


| Oregon. 


YEAS—Messrs, archer, Berrien, Cathoun, Conrad, Crafts, 


Crittenden, Evans, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, Kerr, King, 
McDuffie, Mangum, Merrick, Rives, Sevier, Walker, Wood. 
bridge. and Young—20 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bates, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, 
Clayton, Linn, McRoberts, Miller, Merehead, Phelps, Smith of 
Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Wilcox, Williams, and Woodbury—19. 

Several communications froni the President of 
the United States were then read and ordered to_ 
be printed. 

Among them was one in reply to Mr. Rives’s 
resolution adopted a few days ago, calling for the 
correspondence between this Government and that 
of Great Britain on the subject of the burning of 
the Caroline; which correspondence the Secretary™ 
of State transmitted to the Senate, as desired. 

j 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a message from the President of the United 
Siates, communicating, in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the Senate of the 19th instant, reports 
from the State and War Departments, touching the 
possession of the Oregon Territory. The Secretary 
of State, in his communication, remarks, that a 
letter from Thomas J. Farnham, of January 4, 
1840, appears to have been transmitted to that 
depattment by the Secretary of War in the month 
of May following; and that on the 6th of the same 
month a letter was transmitted to the American 
minister in London, with extracts from that com- 
munication. As the President was desirous of 
knowing whether the intelligence contained in Mr. 
Farnham’s letter, relative to large grants by the 
British Government to the Hudson Bay Company, 
of a large and valuable tract of land in the Oregon 
Territory, and of supposed grants and sales of 
those lands by that company to individuals, was 
well-founded, the minister was instructed to make 
application to the proper quarter for information 
on the subject. In presenting the matter to the 
British Government, he was assured that no such 


| grant of Jand had been made to the Hudson Bay 
| Company, and that the only grant which had been 


made to that company was a grant of exclusive 
trade with the Indians in certain parts of North 


| America for afurther term of twenty one years, 
| on the surrender of the former grant. 


The communication was ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 
THE OREGON TERRITORY. 
The unfinished debate on the passage of the 
Oregon biil was then resumed. 
Mr. MOREHEAD, being entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Senate for upwards ofan hour. He 


| advocated the passage of the bill in its present 


form, and maintained that the Uniied States should 


| either take this step now, or submit to the loss of 


the territory. He showed that the provision ob- 


| jected to by other Seaators—ihat of promising a 
grant of land to settlers—did not conflict with our 
| obligations under the treaty, as Great Britain never 


had denied our undisputed right to some territory in 
2 Theie was not one step proposed to be 
taken in this bill, that we were not fully justified in 
taking by the construction of the treaty on which 


| Great Britain had heretofore acted, and was at the 


presenl moment acting. 

He reviewed, in detail, the progress of the British 
settiements on the C.lumbia, from the time of the 
breaking up of Mr. Astor’s settlements to the pres- 
ent period, and showed that the whole policy of 
Ergiand was to encourage a British population 
there, as the exclusive possessors of the soil, under 
the calculation that, when numerous enough, that 


|, population would decide in favor of patting the 


country exclusively under British dominion. So 
unrestrained and rapid was her advance to this 
consumniation, that, if it waspnot averted by the 
passage of this bill, no future legislation on our 
part could regain ovr lost ground. 

Mr. McROBERTS, in order to show that Eng- 
land’s claim to any portion of the Territory of Ore- 
gon was of recent date, read from the parlia- 
mentary debates on the subjec' of the treaty of 
Nootka Sound, the argaments of the ablest British 
Statesmen of that day, and the admissions of the 
then ministry of England, that, instead of gaining 
abything by that treaty, Great Britain had lost 
whatever dubious claims she might have previous- 
ly bad to joint occupation with Spain south of 
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Nootka Sound, and was restricted in her pe, 

fishing and trading to the country north of WN, 

Sound. 
On motion of Mr. WOODBURY, 
The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIves. 
Monpay, January 23, 1843. 


Mr. LOWELL presented the petition of Wy; 
A. Palmer and 26 others, for the establishmey: 
a mail route from Jonesborough, in the coun, 
Washington, Maine, to Palmer (so called) in 
town of Machias, in said county; which Was 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Roads. 

Mr. JOHN C. EDWARDS presented ihe pe: 
tion of James Thomas, Judith Moss, and Claits 
Thomas, praying an appropriation of land ge; 
to supply a deficit of ten per cent., allowed to 
lutionary claimants under an act of 1835: refer 
to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. FILLMORE asked the indulgence of 
House to enable hiin to make a personal explay 
tion in reference to himself and the Committe, 
Ways and Means. As long as he had be 
member of the House, he had never, on aDY 0¢g 
sion prior to this time, felt it his duty to notice 
newspaper article in reference to his own cond 
individually, or the conduct of those with whom 
was associated. Nevertheless, there had be 
brought to his notice an editorial article that 
published in the Union, a leading administra 
paper of the city of New York, under date of§ 
urday, January 21, 1843, reflecting so grossly, 
him and the Committee of Ways and Means, ih 
he felt it to be his duty to notice it. He wo 
send the paper to the Clerk’s table, that it mig 
be read for the information of the House. |} 
F. then handed up the following to the Cle 
table; and it was read by the Clerk: 


“Tus Inpamy oF Faction.—One of the most infamousa: 
of faction in the plenitude of its power ever perpetrated w o complete 
place at the Capito} of the United States the day before imme, by Mr. C! 
Committee of Ways and Means reported on the subject of d that Cons 
exchequer bill. hing for the ¢ 

“It had been ascertained that a majority of the more liben whole comr 
and discreet Whigs were in favor of the exchequer scheme reqagmmmnation towar 
ommended by the Executive; and it was further a of the Ken 
that it was very probable that the Committee of Ways y sources 0 
Means would report in favor of the bill brought forward by here stated 
Cushing. ‘These facts having reached the ears of the leade 
of the Clay faction, a caucus was ordered and holden, and 
into operation the night before the report of the commitiee w the scheme 
made, jen up in the 

“At the opening of the caucus, it was plain that the mojorijgmmemocrats, aid 
of the Whigs present, weary of waging a reckless, unprofitat facts a 
and infamous opposition to the people’s will, had determin d States ( 
to go forth like men, and sustain the President and the exgmmp world, tha: 
chequer. that they ¢ 

“At this stage of the affair, the leaders took their stand, pis of the m 
commenced a furieus attack on the President and the Adm The Hou: 
istration, and denounced them both; and having got np mod ; h 
excitement, they avowed that, if any man as a Whig gave bus Char 
least countenance to the plan of the President, he would be of Way: 
traitor to his party; and, as such, should be presented wh exehequ 
country. : 

“Scull many of the more discreet and liberal Whigs mar New Yo 
ed a disposition to sustain the exchequer, and to do sometl n, Was 
to relieve the embarrassments of the nation. hed bee 

“At this etage of the game, a letter from Mr. Clay - 
brought forward and read. In that most precious docum tee sated 
he urged that it was the duty and policy of the Whigs to< = ; 
the exchequer, and leave the country to suffer. ‘Let the peop ape i 
Feel, said the writer of the letter adroitly; ‘let them suffer; and Cont u 
casting the responsibility of the act on the shoulders of : cei 
President as they will, they will soon become outrageous, ym 
blight the vast hopes of his ascendency. But, if you giveth 
an exchequer, it may relieve them somewhat; it may afor 
something of that pecuniary aid they seek, and the wep 
be divested of the eapital they werk upon.’ Such was thes! 
stance, if not the very letter, of the epistle; and it was 
without its effect. A long and animated debate ensued; 
finally, the question wastaken by yeas and nays. It was ™ 
known what was the exact vote; bat it is beets — 
nority was very strong, an majority in 
trucking in — Cepetions of Ways — : 
port against the exchequer not exceed four voles. 

“A majority obtained, after everything like ereainett © 
ace, and denunciation had been exhausted; and Mr. Cay 
white Charlies defeated the exchequer bill in caucus, 0 of 
chains one of the most important standing committees 0! © 
national Congress, and deprived the nation of an opportu 
ofeven discussing a bill, in the fate of which the happ 
the interests, and the future splendor of the whole nation, 
involved. ° 

“If the exchequer bill had not been defeated by the ¢ 
if it had been permitted to be introduced to ne af 
legitimately belonged—it would have passed by the votes 
Democracy, aided by those of the supporters of the 
tration, and = om rt hvows _ cbanioed ot hes me 

e more libera r. y ordai d 
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ee hopes by forming a coalition between the puritan and 


piscklee. le read und hei 
can je rea see, to their utter amaze- 
1s the = - unprincipled demagogues at Washing. 
that ‘at the nod of Mr. Clay, can and do blight and dese- 
and holiest interests of the nation. Let them 
meow these things; and then, if they be true to them- 
and Mem advance 10 solid columns (0 the rescue of an 
jon that is entitled to every man’s confidence, re- 

z, and approbation.” 


Mr. F. desired, also, that an article in the Mad- 
“an of this morning, On the same subject, might 


eat WISE. wished to know whether this was a 
ivileged question, and whether it had preference 


the business of the House. 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
York (Mr. Fittmore) asked leave to make a 
opal explanation; and permission was granted 
py the general consent of the House. 

Mr. WISE said he only wished to know whether 

; was a privileged question. He certainly 

gid not object to extending to the gentleman 
ysval courtesy of the House, 

Tne article from the Madisonian was then read 

follows: 

New York, January 19, 1843. 
noeofthe most disgraceful acts that ever distinguished a fac- 
, occurred at Washington a few days prior to the uttering 
he report of the Committee of Ways and Means, in refer- 

tothe exchequer bill. 

is a somewhat roundabout way, to be sure, to get facts 
the public, that transpire at Washington, to send this 

nm New York to the American metropolis; but, as there are 

acles here in the way of free communication, and as the 

. [wish to get to the world is important, I send it to you— 

here I state it. ) 

penight before the Committee of Ways and Means was to 

orton the exchequer bill, a “caucus” of the Whigs was 

4 and the subject was taken up for consideration. 

After consultation and debate had been had, it was found 

there was a strong and a determined disposition, on the 

of the Whigs, to report favorably, and to vote in favor of 
bill. indeed, there was a majority of the caucus in favor 
och an issue. In the midst of this state of feeling, it was 
od by unprincipled leaders that, if the bill found a favora- 
rt, and should, by any chance, be adopted, it would at 

re insure the popularity of the Administration, and facilitate 
rity of the President. ‘This, of itself, in all proba- 

y, would have been enough todamn the bill, and secure the 

mi ofthe exchequer scheme; but other aids were called in 

oosummate the unprincipled baseness of the Whigs. 

‘complete the work of iniquity, a letter—written, as it is 

i, by Mr. C!ay—dated at Natchez, was read, in which it was 

vd that Congress ought to linger on till the 4th of March, do 

hing for the country, and thus, by “applying the screws to 

whole commerce and business of the nation, rouse it to in- 
mation toward the President, and thus aid the towering ambi- 
of the Kentucky candidate for the Presidency.” 

y sources of information are correct and authentic; and the 

here stated cannnt be denied by the Whigs in Congress. 
(for theacts of the Whig caucus, the Committee of Ways 

Means would have reported the exchequer bill, un the basis 

the scheme presented h: the Executive; it would have been 

ju up in the House, and been adopted by the votes of the 
mocrats, aided by the liberal Whigs. 

hese facts are of too much consequence to the people of the 
(States to be kept back; and they should be heralded to 

world, that the citizens of the United States may know how 

that they are imposed upon, and saddled with embarrasa- 
ns of the most distressing and blasting nature, 


The House would perceive that very grave and 
ious charges were brought against the Commit- 
of Ways and Means on their reporting against 
exchequer. The first charge in the article in 
New York Union, and reiterated in the Madi- 
ian, Was this: 
had been ascertained that the majority of the more liberal 
discreet Whigs were in favor of the exchequer scheme 
bmmended by the Executive; and it was further ascertained 
it was very probable that the Committee of Ways and 
#8 would report in favor of the bill brought forward by 
Cushing. This fact having reached the ears of the leaders 
ihe Clay faction, a caucus was ordered and holden, and went 
operation the night before the report of the committee was 


In regard to the single fact there stated, he de- 
ed to say that the report of the Committee of 
4ysand Means on this subject was made on 
ooday morning; so that, if the caucus was held 
the night preceding that report, it must have 
m held on Sunday evening. No caucus, how- 
u, was held, on that or any other subject, to his 
ledge; and no communication came to his 
ge, from any source, showing that a Whig 

had been held directing that report to be 


The next charge was: 
“At the opening of the caucus, it was plain that a majorit 


present, weary of waging areckless, unprofitable, 


infamous Opposition to the people’s will, had determined 
forth like men, and sustain the President and the exche- 
» At this stage of the affair, the leaders took their stand, 
tommenced a furious attack on the President and the Ad- 
ae vo. ae and having ne 

-ChEMEN avowed t! an asa 
the Teast countenance to the plan of the President, he 
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would be a traitor to his party; and, assuch, be presented ‘o his 
country.” 

He bad only to say, in reference to that charge, 
that he had no knowledge of it, and had no belief 
that anything like it ever took place; and he chal. 
lenged any one to rise ia bis place, and say that 
he could prove it to be true. 

The next charge was, “that a letter from Mr. Clay 
had been prodsced and read at the caucus,” &c. 
{Here Mr. F. read the paragraph on that subject 
above quoted.]} To this he could only saythat he 
knew not what Mr. Clay’s sentiments were on the 
subject; that he never heard that Mr. Ciay wrote any 
letter on the subject; and that no such letter of Mr. 
Clay was ever presented at any Whig caucus at 
which he was present; nor spoken of, nor alluded to. 
The only knowledge he had of Mr. Clay’s sentiments 
on the subject, was that general knowledge derived 
from observing his political course of conduct. 

Having denied, as he did peremptorily and em- 
phatically, any knowledge of the subject, he had 
only to say farther, that all the statements contain- 
ed in the two articles to which he had called the 
attention of the House were, so far as he had 
any knowledge of the subject, unequivocally false. 
If any members here knew any facts or circum- 
stances sustaining them, he begged that they would 
bringthem out. It was due to the subject, and 
due to the country, that they should speak out, if 
they had anything to say on the subject. In jus- 
tice to the Commiitee of Ways and Means, he 
would say that they took up the subject of the ex: 
chequer with a sincere desire to recommend it, or 
séme similar measure, to the House; and it was 
after the most maiure and serious consideration 
that they came to the conclusion that they could 
only perform their duty to the country by recom- 
mending its rejection. He did not know tnat bis 
duty to himse!f, or to the committee, required that 
he should say more. If there were any members 
present who had any knowledge of the subject, he 
wonld say that it was their duty to communicate it 
to the world, Mr. F. was also understood to ask 
if any of “the guard” knew anything of the mat- 
ter, that they would rise and disclose it. 


Mr. WISE inquired if the gentleman from New 
York, by his last allusion—which he (Mr. W.) 
thought was at least gratuitous—meant to impute 
to him, or any of the other members of “the 
guard,” as the gentleman was pleased to call them, 
any part or lot in the publication in the Union. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had rot meant to im- 
pute to any one of those gentlemen either part or 
jot in so dishonorable a transaction. 


Mr. WISE said be knew no more about that 
publication than the gentleman from New York 
did: he saw it for the first time this morning in the 
Madisonian; and he was astonished, or he might 
have been astonished, at the facts there deiailed, 
whatever little foundation there might be at the 
present time for such statements; yet, looking at 
the past, he did know—and the gentlemen ti em- 
selves had confessed before the country by the 
adoption of a report, which they adopted by a 
major.ty, he believed, of 100 to 80, at the last ses- 
sion of Congress, in which they set forth the fact 
in reference to a fiscal agen'—ihata caucus, and 
nothing but a caucus, by i's machinery, did con- 
trive the legislation of Congress; that a caucus 
sent its agent to the President, to know what his 
will was, in order that they might contrive their 
legislation; or, in the language of their own report, 
or of the gentleman from Massachusetis at the last 
session, that they might conform their action in 
compliance with the executive will. He had now 
only tosay, on this matter, thathe congratulated 
the gentlemen if they thought—and, whether this 
was false or true, he knew not—that if it was true, 
it would be disgraceful: he congratulated himself 
that they had awakened to true sentiments;and that 
if a caucus should dictate to the House what its 
legislation should be, it would be disreputable to 
that standing committee (of Ways and Means)— 
that it would be disreputable to its chairman, [Mr. 
Fittmore,} and disreputable to the party which 
thus condocted the legislation of the country. 
Whether the gentleman and his party had been in 
past, or in the present instance, so guilty, let the 
world judge from the report which they had adopt- 
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ed; in which it was stated by themselves that they 
did, in an informal manner, send the emissary of a 
caucus on the sabject of a fiscal agent, to ascer- 
— how they might comply with the Executive 
will. 

He did not wish to consume the time of the 
House; nor should he have risen, tut for the allu- 
sion to himself, and five other gentlemen on that 
floor; and he would conclude now, by moving that 
the House resolve itself inte a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, for the purpose 
of taking up the exchequer bill reported by the se- 
lect committee at the last session of Congress; and 
ia Committee of the Whole they would have an 
opporiunity to discuss the whole subject; and after 
the committee bad reported to the House, they 
would be able to determine who was for action, 
and who was against aclion on that subject. He, 
for one, did not, on bis part, wish to take up the 
time of the House, or to waste it by this negative 
action. He hoped the gentlemen would go to 
business like men, take ap the exchequer bill, and, 
by their own action, show the trath or falsehood of 
these statements in relation to their conduct. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose to inquire if there was 
not a special order for to-day? 

The SPEAKER was understood to reply in the 
negative. 

Mr. 'ILLMORE said there must certainly be a 
mistake. 

The SPEAKER directed the Clerk to consult the 
journal. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, in the mean time, 
asked permission to present to the House a memo- 
rial from Philadelphia in favor cf the exchequer 
scheme recommended by the select committee; and 
he moved its reference to the Committee of the 
Whole having that bill in charge. 

He also asked leave to present the memorial of 
the Chamber of Commerce of Philadelphia in fa- 
vor of the prosecution of the coast survey; which 
was referred to the Commitiee of the Whole. 

The Clerk, having consulted the journal, re- 
ported that the special order was for Monday next, 
the 30th instant. 

Mr. BRIGGS understood that Monday the 30:h 
was set apart for Territorial business. 

Mr. FILLMORE said there was certainly a 
mistake, and it had occurred thus: The Committee 
of Ways and Means brought in their report on 
Monday, two weeks ago, on the subject of the 
exchequer scheme of the President; and, amongst 
other things, propoved its postponement until Mon. 
day two weeks, (this day,) and that it be made the 
special order for that day. It would now be rec- 
ollected that the quesiion went over until the next 
day, (Tuesday,) and thus the error had occurred; 


Monday two weeks, being Monday the 30th in- 
stant. 


Mr. CUSHING, to get rid ofthe difficulty, moved 
to postpone the special order, (if theie were one 
for to-day,) that the House might go into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

Mr. BURNELL and Mr. GIDDINGS were un- 
derstood to present petitions on the subject of the 
currency, deeming this a favorable opportunity to 
do so. 

Mr. BOTTS rose and said he wished to make 
a remark on a subject brought to the attention of 
the House a few days ago, as on a privileged 
question. He alluded to the vote taken in rela- 
tion to the printing of 5,000 extra copies of the 
reports from the Committee on Commerce, on the 
subject of the imprisonment of colored seamen in 
S.uthern ports. That vote was passed without much 
attention, cr he certainly should have opposed it 
at thetime. It was encughtosay that neither report 
was read to the House; and he did not wish to 
commit himself on such a subject, or to give it his 
sanction, until he had fully examined it; nor did be 
wish that it should receive congressional sanction 
by an order for the printing of an additional num- 
ber. Ifit would have the tendency to allay ex- 
ciiement, he would not object; but ashe did not 
conceive such would be the result, he now moved 
a reconsideration of the vote by which 5,000 extra 
copies of those reports were ordered. 

Some irregular conversation ensued; in the midst 
of which, it was understood that some gentleman 
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moved to Jay the question of reconsideration on the 
iab'e 

Mr. WISE inquired what the question in these 
reports was, before he voted on this motion. He 
wished simply to inquire if it was not a discussion 
whether a sovereign Siate had the power to pre- 
vent free negroes from returning to the Common- 
wealth. Unsderanact of the Legislature of Vir- 
ginia, she prohibited free negroes returning; and 
under that law, sume colored seamen, who had en- 
tered her ports, had been arrested; and he wished to 
know if these reports, and the bill accompanying 
one of them, were to prevent Virginia from say- 
ing who should enter within ber limits? 

Mr. KING rose to make some remarks; but 

The SPEAKER said a motion had been made 
to lay the reconsideration on the table; and that was 
not a debatable question. 

Mr. WISE asked if the mot'on to lay on the 
table should prevail, if it would not, in effect, sanc- 
tion the printing of the 5,000 extra copies? 

Some conversation ensued. 

The yeas and nays were then called for, and 
ordered; and, being taken, resulted—jeas 85, nays 
112, as follows: 


VY EA®—Mesers. Adams, Allen, 8. J. Andrews, Aycrigg 
Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, 
Brewster, Brigesa, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Cal- 
houn,{ Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N_ Clarke, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Garrett Davis, R. D. Davis, John 
Edwarda, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence 
Foster, Gates, Giddings, Patrick G, Goode, Granger, Halsted, 
Henry, Hudson, Hunt, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, 
James, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, 
linn, McKennan, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Morgan, Morria, Morrow, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Pearce, 
Pendleton, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, Read, 
Ridgway, William Russell, James M. Russell, Sa:tonstall, 
Slade, Troman Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Tomlinson, Triplett, 
Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Washington, Edward 
D. White, Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Josepli 
L. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John 
Young—85 

NAYS—Mesers. L. W. Andrews, Arnold, Arrington, Ather- 
ton, Beeson, Bidiack, Black, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Milton Brown, Burke, William Butler, William O, 
Buuer, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Camp- 
bell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Carutheis, 
Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Mark A. 
Cooper, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, 
Eastman, John C, Edwardes, Egbert, John G. Floyd, Charles 
A. Floyd, Gerry, G Imer, Goggin, William O, Goode, Gorden, 
Graham, Gwin, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, 
Hubard, Hunter, Charlee J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Jack, Keim, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, 
McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alired Marshall, Thos. 
F. Marshall, John Thompson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Meri- 
wether, Miller, Mitchell, Moore, Newhard, Oliver, Partridge 
Payne, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, 
Riggs, Rodney, Rogers, Sanford, Saunders, Shepperd, Shields, 
William Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Alexander H. H 
Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, Taliaferro, Jacob 
Thompson, Trotti, Turney, Warren, Watterson, Weller, West- 
brook, Christopher H, Willams, Wise, and Wood—112. 


So the motion to lay on the iable was not car- 
ried. 

Mr. WISE then rove and moved the previous 
question. 

Mr. KING appealed to him to withdraw the 
motion. 

Mc. WISE declined doing so. He thought gen- 
tlemen had made up their minds on the subject. 

Mr. STANLY inquired what would be the 
effect of sustaining the previous question. 

The SPEAKER replicd that it would bring the 
House to a direct vote on the motion to recon- 
sider. 

The call for the previous question was sustained 
—ayes 94, noes not counted, 

Mr. SLADE called for the yeas and nays on 
ordering the main guestion to be now pu’; and 
they were ordered. 

The main question was then ordered to be now 
put—yeas 128, nays 63, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, Arrington, 
Atherton, Barton, Beeson, Biack, Boardinan, Borden, Botts, 
Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Burke, Wil- 
liam Batler, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick 
©, Caldwell, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas 
j, Campbell, Carnthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, John C, Clark, 
Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cranston, Cushing, 
Daniel, Deberry, Doig, Eastman, John C, Edwards, Ferris, 
John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmer, 
Goggin, Gordon, Graham, Gwin, Haleted, Hays, Hopkins, 
Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, Cave Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, 
Keim, Lewis, Linn, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham MoCiellan, 
McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Samson 
Mason, John Thomson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, 
Miller, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, 
Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, Pearce, Pickens, Plum- 
er, Pope, Powell, Read, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Ridgway, 
Riggs, Roosevelt, William Russell, Sanford, Saunders, Shiels, 
Truman Smith, William Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Stokely, 
Alexander H, H, Stuart, Summers, Sweney, Taliaferro, Rich- 
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ard W. Thompson, Jacob Thom Triplett, Trotti, Trumbull. 
setae Underwood, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Edwar 
dD. W _ Joseph L. White, Christopher H. Williams, and 
Wise— 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Sherlock J. Andrews, Babcock, 
Baker, Barnard, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Brewster, Briggs, 
Bronson, Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, 
Chittenden, Paley N. Clarke, Cowen, Cravens, Richard D. 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, John Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Fes 
senden, Fillmore, Gates, Giddi Patrick G. Goode, Granger, 
Henry, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, a R. Inger- 
salt, ddoue Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, John P. Kennedy, 
Andrew Kenned: , McKennan, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Osborne, Pendleton, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, 
Randolph, Rodney, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, Shepperd, 
Slade, Stanly, Tillinghast, Tomlinson, Van Rensselaer, War- 
ren, Washington, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus Young, and John Young—68. 


Mr. WINTHROP asked for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to reconsider: they were taken, and 
resulted—yeas 113, nays 83, as follows: 


YEAS—Mesars. L, W. Andrews, Arnold, Arrington, Atherton, 
Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Wm. Butler, 
William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, 
John Campbell, Thos. J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, 
Cushing, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Dean, Deberry, 
Eastman, John C. Edwards, Ferris, Charles A. Floyd, Gentry, 
Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, William O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, 
Gwin, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, 
Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, Isaac D. 
Jones, Keim, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell. Abraham McClellan, 
McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Thomas F. 
Marshall, John Thomson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Meri- 
wether, Miller, Mitchell, Moore, Newhard, Owsley. Payne, 
Pearce, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Reding, Rencher, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Saunders, Shepperd, Shields, 
William Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Stokely, A. H. H. Stuart, 
J.T. Stuart, Summers, Sumpter, Sweney, Taliaferro, Jacob 
‘Thompson, Trotti, Turney, Ward, Washington, Watterson, 
Weller, Westbrook, Wise, and Wood—113. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Bab- 
cock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, + 
Briggs, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, 
Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, 
Cravens, Richard D. Davis, Egbert, Everett, Fessenden, Fil!- 
more, John G. Floyd, Gates, Giddings, Patrick G. Goode, 
Granger, Hall, Halsted, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, 
John P. Kennedy, King, Linn, McKennan, Samson Mason, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Morrow, Par- 
menter, Pendleton, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, 
Read, Ridgway, Roosevelt, William Russeil, J. M. Russell 
Raltonstall, Saniord, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Richard 
W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, 
Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Edward D. White, 
Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, Winthrep, Yorke, 
Augustus Young, and John Young —83, 


So the vote, by which the printing of the reports 
was ordered, was reconsidered. 

The question of printing the reports then coming 
up for consideration, 

Mr. FILLMORE observed that, as ihe vote just 
taken might be considered as a test of the sense of 
the House, he would move to lay the motion to 
print on the table. 

Several members expressing the desire that the 
subject might be passed over for the present with- 
out any formal motion, 

Mr. FILLMORE withdrew his motion to lay 
the pending question on the table. 

Mr. WISE renewed the motion, and called for 
the yeas and nays, which were ordered; and, on 
the question being taken, it was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 104, nays 84, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, Arring- 
ton, Atherton, Barton, Beeson, Bidiack, Black, Bowne, Boyd, 
Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, William Butler, 
William O, Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Cald. 
well, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas J, 
Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clin- 
ton, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Cushjng, Dan- 
iel, Garrett Davis, Dean, Deberry, Doig, Eastman, John C. 
Edwards, Egbert, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Wm, O. 
Goode, Gordon, Graham, Gwin, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, 
Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, Lewis, 
Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, McKay, McKeon, 
Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Medill, Meriwether, 
Miller, Mitchell, Moore, Newhard, Oliver, Owsley, Partridge, 
Payne, Pearce, Pickens, Plumer, Powell, Reding, Rencher, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, Rogers ,Saunders, Shepperd, Shields, 
William Smith, Steenrod, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Sum. 
mers, Sumter, Sweney, Taliaferro, Jacob Thompson, Trotti, 
Turney, Wallace, Washington, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, 
Christopher H. Williams, Wise, and Wood—104. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, 
Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Borden, Botts, Briggs, Bronson, 
Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Cathoun, Childs, Chitenden, Staley 
N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, 
Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G Floyd, Gates, 
Giddings, Patrick G, Goode, Granger, Hall, Halsted, Henry, 
lioward, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, 
William W. Irwin, James, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, 
King, Linn, Robert McClellan, McKennan, Mathiot, Mat- 
tocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, 
Parmenter, Pendleton, Pope, Ramsey, Randolph, Read, Ridg- 
way, Rodney, William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstal), 
Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, John T. Stuart, Richard W. 
Thompson. Tillinghast, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Uo- 
derwood, Van Rensselaer, Edward D. White, Joseph L 
White, Thomas W. Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, Augustus 
Young, and John Young—. 













































































So the motion to print the reporis 
the table. P aon ened 
On motion by Mr. FILLMORE, a commyy; 
tion from the Navy Department, on the sy — o 
certain expenditures, was referred to the Commi piles 
on the Expenditures of the Navy Departmen: »: 
instructions to inquire into their legality and _ 
priety. Be 

Mr. FILLMORE wished to know, now what 
was the order of the day. ; 

The SPEAKER was understood to say the 
cial order. = 

Some conversation in relation thereto, and » 
explanations were gone into, amidst much con 
sion. Ultimately, the House was brought to 
a, on the motion to lay the reports op \ 
table. 

Mr. FILLMORE called for the yeas and ng 
and they were ordered; and, being taken, Tesulted 
in yeas 74, nays 114, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Arrington, Baker. ¥ 
Beeson, Bowne, Brewster, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown. Ry ~ ve the g 
Green W. Caldwell, Calhoun, John Canipbe} Caney Pe IC 
Childs, Coles, Cowen, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, ' Rj Mr. P 
D. Davis, John Edwards, John C, Edwards, Fornance. ¢ | 
Gerry, Gilmer, Patrick G. Goode, Gwin, Hopkins, Hoy 
Houston, Hubard, Hudson, Hunter, Charles J. Ingerag| 
William’ W. Irwin, Cave Johnson, Isaac D, Jones, ken 
Kennedy, Lewis, Mallory, Marchand, Mathews, Morris New. 
hard, Oliver, Partridge, Plumer, Benjamin Randall’ Resa 
Rencher, Reynolds, Riggs, Roosevelt, Saltonstall, Sanford 
Saunders, Shields, William Smith, Steenrod, Sumter, Sw 
Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, Trumbull, Ward, W 
we Thomas W. Williams, Winthrop, ang 

ise—74. 


NAYS—Messrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, Ath e SP! 
Aycrigg, Barnard, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Botts, Boys Noose tha’ 
Bronson, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brow A 
Burke, William Butler, Patrick C. Caldwell, William rain'y 8 
Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Chis nd irrelev 
den, John C, Clark, Clifford, Colquitt, Mark A. Coop ihe gent 
Cranston, Cravens, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Dean, Debe oe 
Doig, Eastman, Egbert, Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Filimo pould inst 
John G, Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Gentry, Goggin, William ict obse 
Goode, Gordon, Graham, Granger, Halsted, Howard, Hy nileman 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, James, Keim, Joho hi 
Kennedy, Lane, Linn, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham M we his se 
lan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKennan, McKeon, Thom Mr. BA! 
F. Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwel Mr. BI 
Maynard, Medill, Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Mal. 
row, Osborne, Owsley, Payne, Pearce, Penileton, Picker sion of th 
Powell, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Rogers, William Ry was pre 
sell, James M. Russell, Shepperd, Slade, Truman Smit hich be | 
Stanly, John T. Siuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B, Thom 
son, Richard W. Thompson, Tomlinson, Triplett, Troigumpatks wer 
Turney, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Ww nd the H 
Washington, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, Christoph should 
IJ. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Yorke, Augustus Youle 
and John Young—114. neept wi 

So the motion to lay on the table was negatived Ss 

Mr. EVERETT then withdrew his motion wget by 
amend, which was made on a previous day. eed of ar 

Mr. BIDLACK then obtained the floor, iieult 
commenced by referring to the statement that Pargamprelher be 
son Miller had made a mistake of one thousan i saying 
years in his calculations as to the day of the fina’ allowe 
destruction of the world. He (Mr. B.) had found, he s 
himself in a similar predicament. Being anxiougggp’ "4 th 
to obtain the floor, forthe purpose of speaking 0 current 
the bill to repeal the bankrupt law, and hay: adopti¢ 
calculated on acertain day when he should spe out of 
he found that he was now not only mistaken as order, b 
the time, but also as to the subject on which the subj 
would have to deliver his speech. In consequene ured m 
much of what he had desired to say was now le ee ! 
He had desired to speak from the notes he of gh 
prepared on the evening that the gentleman fre wid do b 
Kentucky [Mr. Unperwoop] spoke; but they we lt appea 
now out of his possession; and even if he | t wou 
them, he doubted whether they would be applicat people 
to the question now before the House. [Mangiimperely ad 
voices, ‘‘ What is the question?”] He was aste subject 
by gentlemen ell around him what was the que ented it 
tion. Ashe understood it, the question before t ming | 
House was the resolution reported by the Comm ORE, 
tee of Ways and Means, to whom was referred sommittee 
much of the President’s message as related 10! exche 
collection, safekeeping, and disbursement of tans of 


public money, declaring that the scheme of ane had 
chequer proposed by the Executive should not! 
adopted; together with the counier-resolation ¢ 
the gentleman from New Hampshire, [Mr.A 
ToN,] which he was in favor of adopting. 
He believed that the people of this country @ 
tired Congress to postpone their discussions 4% 
the executive officers of the Government, 
something for the good of the country. Much 
been said about the “universal Whig party"—t 
it got into power, how it died, and what physic 
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ied it. This reminded him of the nursery 
z part of which read: “*Who killed Cock Robin? 
‘saw bim die?” (Laughter.] “I,” says the 
n from, Accomac, (Mr. Wisg;] “I saw 
die.” [General laughter.) No man knew 
“ve of the seeds Of disease—how they were sown, 
; by whom—than the gentleman from Accomac. 
»; gentieman was correct in assigning the causes 
its dowofall. So far trom the Whigs being 
yi in charging their defeats upon the present 
viet Magistrate, he (Mr. B.) believed the genile- 
, was entirely correct in saying that the Whig 
would have fallen per se, even if John Tyler 
inever had anything to do with it. | Laughter. } 
manner in which it was collected together in- 
4 its destruction. 
Here Mr. BARNARD rose, and called the gen- 
man (Mr. Brptack] to order. 
the SPEAKER desired the gentleman from 
York to state his point of order. 
vr. BARNARD made a statement not heard 
ove the general noise. 
Mr. PICKENS. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
sia (Mr. Biptack] is only stating the question. 
ie is, therefore, clearly entitled to proceed. 
Mr. BIDLACK. Iam surelam right. If the 
stieman caiis me to order, I will show him how 
ig that itis. [Laughter.] 
Mr. BARNARD. My peint of order is, that 
gentleman is not discussing, or approaehing to 
seuss, the question before the House. 
The SPEAKER said be would remark to the 
Hose that the bill to repeal the bankrupt law had 
riainly given rise to a debate of a very general 
ndirrelevant character, and not strictly in order. 
ihe gentleman from New York [Mr. Barnarp] 
ould insist on his point cf order—that is, on a 
ict observance of the rules of the House—the 
nileman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Bipcack] mast 
ke his seat. 
Mr. BARNARD said he did insist upon it. 
Mr. BIDLACK said he would bow to the de- 
json of the Chair, He did not much regret that 
was prevented from prozeeding in the strain in 
hich be had commenced, especially as his re- 
aks were applicable to a party now so dead; 
nd the House will recollect the old adage—that 
eshould say as little about the dead as possible, 
neept what was good: “De mortuis, nil nisi 
” (Laughter.} He would remark, never- 
less, by way of apology—[{Many members: ‘No 
dof any apology.”] Really, the House was 
ficult to please. [Laughter.] He knew not 
beher he could make a speech of an hour with- 
isaying anything onthe subject. If the House 
dallowed him to say what he wished in the first 
ce,he should have been done in ten minutes. 
fe was then going on to show that, in relation to 
currency, the peuple would not be satisfied with 
adoption of a mere resolution. ([Several: “You 
out of order now.”] He was told he was out 
order, because he said something that related 
the subject! At home he was reputed a good- 
ured man; not so here. It seemed thata man 
dget nothing in that House, except what he 
dio fight for. Perhaps it would be found he 
wuld do better at that than at speaking. 


appeared to him that a majority of this House 
t would be able to settle their accounis with 
people, if they contented themselves with 
tely adopting the resolution, and then leaving 
subject to slumber. Whether what had been 
ted in an article in the “Union,” read this 
ming bythe gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
ore, ]—ihat a Whig caucus had prevented the 
mmitiee of Ways and Means from reporting 
exchequer bill—was true or not, he had no 
‘ans of knowing. Yet he feared a determina- 
d been come to, to do nothing; and there 
ve the question. He believed that it was in 
‘ordance with the wishes of a distinguished in- 
iual—a candidate for the Presidency—to leave 
question open until after the Presidential elec- 
a, a8 was alleged to have been his wishin regard 
the tariff. [Many voices, “Who is he?”] That 
must be dall of ecmprehension who did not 
ow to whom he alluded. 
€ Was willing to let gentlemen enjoy all the 
seness of intellect that they claimed, and, 


therefore, he would not mention the name of the in- 
dividual. What he wished to say was, that, though 
he was oppcsed to the resolution as reported by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, he was not io fa- 
vor of the exchequer plan as recommended by the 
Executive. He was opposed to. endorsing paper 
money any further than was rendered necessary 
by existing demands on the treasury, which might 
be supplied by the issue of treasury notes. The 
plans of the President, of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and of the gentleman from Massachn- 
setts, (Mr. Cusuina,] were all recommended by 
plausible reasoning. That of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts was, he thought, the most accepta- 
ble. But either was, in his opinion, an entering 
wedge toa paper-money system Which he could 
never approve. But he did not desire to discuss 
the exchequer. What he had sought an opportu- 
nity to do was to show that it was the duty of the 
majority to adopt some plan, and thatthey could not 
escape that responsibility by endeavoring to throw 
it upon the President’s veto of the bank bill; for Mr. 
Clay himself had expressed his willingness to dis- 
pense with the agency of the Bank of the United 
States, ifany other expedient could be devised. It 
was this which had induced him to demur to the 
argument of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
Unperwoop,] who had endeavored to throw all the 
blame upoa John Tyler’s “constitutional fact.” 
He referred to what took place when the gentle- 
man from Kentucky was addressing the House, 
and when that gentleman said: 

“The very fact that the present Executive attended the Far- 
risburg convention, that it was declared in every paper 
throughout the United States that Mr. Clay was his favorite for 
the Presidency, had convinced the people that he would approve 
and sign anything that Mr. Clay favored. 

“Mr. BIDLACK (Mr. U. yielding the floor) inquired if Mr. 
Clay himself had not, on various occasions, and particularly in 
his speech at Hanover, disclaimed that he was ia favor ofa 
national bank? [Several voices “No.”] If he had not said 


that it wasa question which was to be postponed and submitted 
to the decision ofthe people? 

“Mr. UNDERWOOD said he had never heard any dis- 
claimer imputed to Mr. Clay before, since the canvass of 1840 
commenced; if there was anything in any speech he (Mr, Clay) 
had ever made, disclaiming the policy of a national bank, he 
was was ignorant of it, He requested the gentleman to pro 
duce it.” 


He (Mr. B.) pledged himself to produce it. He 
had done so heretofore in his speech on the bank 
bill at the extra session, in which be produced evi- 
dence that Mr. Clay was willing that other expedients 
should be tried before a national bank was again 
resorted to. Subsequently, he had endeavored to 
get the floor to redeem bis pledge; and, as he had 
been prevented by the course taken, he now claimed 
the right, on this occasion, to do what he had been 
called upon to do. 

All that he professed to be was an humble mem- 
ber of the Democratic party. He was not svffi- 
ciently connected with the President to enable him 
to defend him; but his doctrine was, “‘let justice 
be done, though the heavens fall.” He did think 
ihat the gentleman from Kentucky argued un- 
fairly in contending that John Tyler was guilty of 
treachery in vetoing a bank, because he (Mr. Ty- 
ler) was once in favor of Mr. Clay as President. 
The argument of the gentleman was this: Mr. 
Clay isin favor of a bask; John Tyler was in 
favor of Mr. Clay; therefore, John Tyler was bound 
to sign a bank bill! He took occasicn to say that 
this was not acorreet conclusion, and that Mr. 
Clay, in his speech at Taylorsville, had said that 
other expedients might be resorted to. Mr. Clay 
expressed himself willing to leave the matter to the 
arbitrament of enlightened public opinion. There- 
fore, he contended that it would not have been ia- 
consisteat in Mr. Clay, had he been elected Presi- 
dent, to bave resorted to all other expedients be- 
fore he took a bank of the United States. 

In order not to do injustice to Mr. Clay, he 
would ask the attention of the House to the exact 
language of that distinguished individual, in his 
published remarks. — It is: 

“That the currency of the country, its stability and uniform 
value, and, as intimately and indissolubly connected with it, 
the insurance of the faithful performance of the fiscal services 
necessary to the Government, should be maintained and secured 
by exercising all the powers requisite to these objects, with 
which Congress is constitutionally invested. These are the 
great ends to be aimed at—the means are of subordinate im- 

rtance, Whether these ends, indispensable to the well-be- 
ing both of the people and the Government, are to be attained 


by sonnd aad safe S:ate banks carefully selected and properly 
distributed, or by a new bank of the United States, with such lim- 


itations, conditions, and restrictions as have been indicated b 
experience, should be left to the arbitrament of enlighten 
public opinion.” 

He would take occasion to say that Mr. Ciay’s 
course, in his Hanover speech, was not in accord- 
ance with his general boldness and openness of 
character. In that speech he but pursued a por- 
tion of the Whig policy in 1840, which was “all 
things to all men.” Therefore, Mr. Clay told the 
people of Virginia, with whom he thought a bank 
to be unpopular, that he was willing to try 
other expedients. It was the same policy which 
induced the venerable Harrison to be represented 
atthe North as an Anti mason, and at the South as 
the peculiar friend of the slaveholders. It was 
the same policy which the Whigs pursued when 
they declared in favor of a tariff in the North, and 
against it in the South. If the Demoeratic candi- 
date was any the better for any particular quality, 
or for holding any particular principles, the Whig 
was sure to have it just as it was with the man 
who wished to sell bis horse, when one of the by- 
standers inquired if he was not spavined? “Spav- 
ined! spavined !” said he; “Idon% know exactly 
what that is; but if the horse is any the better for 
being spaviced, he is spaviued!” ([Laugbier.] 

Mr. B. referred to the course taken by the lead- 
ing Whig paper of Virginia on this question in 
1841, immediately preceding the inauguration of 
Generai Harrison, and when the election of a Sen- 
ator from Virginia [Mr. Ancner] was pending be- 
fore the Legislature. An aiticle in the Richmond 
Whig of March 2, 1841, contains the following 
words: 


“I propose to shew, that, unlessthe Whig party are prepared 
now to devote themselves to the accomplishment of objects not 
only not avowed then, but disavowed--that unless they are 
willing to incur the suspicion that the ends to be attained by 
the elevation of General Harrison were not honestly and fully 
stated to the people during the canvass—they are not only not 
required to elect a bank Senator, but that they are forbidden to 
doso by every consideration of justice, candor, and fair deal- 


” 
ing. 


This writer, afler going on to show that he, and 
the other Whigs with whom he had ac ed, have 
constantly denied the issue now contended for, in- 
quires: 


“Did we not refer to General! Harrison’s oft-repeated declara- 
tion, that the Constitution Contained no grant of power to create 
a bank; and that he could not be induced to sign a charter until 
there had been a fair trial, to determine whether the fiscal con- 
cerns of the Government could be managed without one; and, 
moreover, unequivocal evidence of the popular approbation of 
the measure? How, then, can any one contend that nothing 
but a national bank was looked to by the friends of the Presi- 
dent as a substitute for the sub-treasury, as the consequence of 
the ejection of Mr. Van Buren? 

“General Harrison having been elected with the open avowal 
of constitutional opposition to a bank, except in one contin- 
gency, and not apprizing the people that he considered that 
contingency as having occurred—the fair inference is, that 
the people of the Uniied States are opposed to a bank.” 


The same writer (uriher remarked: 


“Recollecting the course pursued in Virginia by his friends, 
it seems to me that we are debarred from the agitation of the 
bank question. Is any friend of General Harrison willing to 
see a national bank established, at the hazard of charging him 
with committing afraud un the people? How could he eacape 
it, if the election of a bank Senator is claimed as an act of jus- 
tice to him? Would it not be an acknowledgment of the 
charge preferred by his enemies, that he concealed his opinions 
on that subject? [s there one man in Virginia, who took an 
active part in the late contest, who appealed to the people to 
discard Mr. Van Buren, that a bank might be established? In- 
deed, I might go further, and inquire if the adoption of any one 
of the prominent measures which some indiscreet Whigs, in- 
toxicated with success, are demanding a called session to 
enact, was urged as a reason for the dismissal of Martin Van 
Buren.” 


After referring to the letter of General Harrison 
to Sherrod Williams, and to some other cireum- 
stances, the article went on to say: 


“Under these circumstances, so far from the Whigs being 
under any obligation to elect a bank Senator, does not the Pres- 
ident elect stand pledged to the country to make trial of some 
other system, before he can adopt the national bank? General 
Harrison, at present, enjoys the reputation of being an honest 
man, inthe fullest sense of the term; of being a frank, open- 
hearted soldier, as well asa prudent statesman; and] believe 
he deserves it. He should beware, then, how he receives coun- 
sel which would make him depart from the strict letter of 
the understanding withthe American people on which he was 
elected.” 


After reading the above extracts, Mr. B. asked, 
how could the gentleman from Kentucky, or the 
Whig party, charge Mr. Tyler with treachery, for 
doing just what Mr. Clay said he woald do. 

Again: Mr. Clay, in his Hanover speceh, after 
expressing his individual preference for a national 
bank, used the following language: 
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“But it is the end—that of a sound and sufficient currency, 
end a faithful execution of the fiscal duties of Government— 
that should engage the dispassionate and candid consideration 
of the whole community. There is nothing in the name of a 
baok of the United Statee which has any magical charm, or to 
which acy one need be wedded. It is to secure certair: great 
objects, without which society cannot prosper; and if, contrary 
to my apprehensions, these objects can be accomplished by 
dispensing with the agency of a bank of the United States, and 
employing that of State banks, all ought to rejoice, and heartily 
acquiesce; and none would more than I should,” 

Mr. Clay, in this paragraph, expressed his wil- 
lingness that other expedients should be adopted; 
and, if it should be found that the objects he had 
in view——viz: a sound and sufficient currency, and 
a faithful execution of the fiscal duties of the Gov- 
eroment—could be accomplished by dispensing 
with a bank of the United States, none would re- 
joice more than he would. 

He did not wish to be understood, in these re- 
marks, a8 enlisting against Mr. Clay, and in favor 
of Mr, Tyler; but, as afair and a candid man, 
recollecting these remarks of Mr. Clay at Hano- 
ver, he thought it no more than fair and just to call 
the attention of the gentleman from Kentucky 
{Mr. Unperwoop]} to them, for the purpose of 
showing bim that he had no more right to draw 
conclusions derogatory to Mr. Tyler, than he had 
to censure Mr. Clay for the same thing. He 
knew that jit was in the power of the sophistry of 
the gentleman from Kentucky, as well as others of 
Mr. Clay’s friends, to explain away these things, 
and make them mean anythiog or nothing; but he 
thought that it would generally be believed by the 
intelligent of the country, that Mr. Clay, when he 
made his Hanover speech, was willing to accom- 
modate himself to the particalar atmosphere by 
which he was surrounded. He did not intend, 
when he rose, to occupy the atteation of the 
House thns long. The question on which he wished 
to speak was not before the House, and he was 
unprepared with the notes of many things he 
wished to refer to. He had, however, endeavored 
to redeem the pledge he made some days ago to the 
gentleman from Kentacky, [Mr. Unperwoop,]) 
and he trusted and believed that he had succeeded. 

Mr. CUSHING said he did not know what it 


*-was the purpose of the House to do in reference to 


the subject betore them—whether it was their inten- 
tion summarily to defeat the exchequer bill, by 
adopting the resolution before them, or to suffer it 
to undergo a regular discussion and examination 
onits merits. He could hardly believe that it could 
be the pleasure of the House to dismiss so impor- 
lant a measure in this summary manner—to con- 
demn it first, and try it aflerwards. He could not 
believe that the House would decide against it 
without any discussion. It was said of Rhada- 
manthus that he punished first, and tried after- 
wards—“‘castigat auditque;’’ but that was a mode of 
procedure fit only for the regions below, and not 
for the judgments of that House. 


He would, in the first place, move to amend the 
resolution by striking out the word “not,” as that 
would be the most appropriate way to bring the 
whole subject up for discussion; and then, after 
laying before the House a number of memorials 
on the subject, which he had not yet bad an oppor- 
tunity of presenting, he would move an adjourn- 
ment, reserving his remarks for to-morrow. Mr. 
C. then laid before the Heuse a number of memo- 
rials from the principal cities of the United States, 
all praying for the passage of the exchequer bill; 
afier which, he moved that the House adjourn; 
which motion prevailing, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuerspay, January 24, 1843. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate acommunication from the State Department, 
transmitting further information received at that 
deparimentas to the operations of the bankrupt 
law; which, on motion by Mr. ARCHER, was or- 
dered to be referred to the Judiciary Committee, 
and be priated, 

Memorials were presented by Mr. EVANS from 
Batb, Maine, and by Mr. SIMMONS from Bristol 
and Providence, Rhode Island, representing that 
the mercantile navigation of the United States has 
suffered materially from the effects of the existing 
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| city and county of Philadelphia, in favor of the 
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treaties, and ihe arrangements between the United 
Sta’es and Great Britain, the Hanseatic Republics, 
France, Holland, Denmark, Russia, and Sweden, 
respeciively; and that those weaties and arrange- 
ments termed reciprocal have not proved recipro. 
cal to the navigation of the United States; and 
asking that Congress would, so far as the treaiies 
permitted, make regulations which would relieve 
them from the consequences resulting from these 
relations. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial from 
Cyrus Shepard and others, of Genesee county, N. 
Y., in favor of a horizontal protective tariff; which 
was referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Also, presente@ha memorial from citizens of the 


plan fora board of exchequer; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

r. RIVES presented a memorial from the city 
of New York, in favor of the plan of the Execu- 
tive for a board of exchequer: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Oswego, New York, remonstrating against 
the repeal of the bankrupt law; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, presented a petition from Samuel Dewey, 
asking for a pension; which was referred to the 
Commitee on Pensions. 

Also, presented a petition from Joseph Watson, 
of Oaio, praying for compensation as secretary and 
storekeeper to Indian department in the Northwest; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CONRAD presented a petition from Lau- 
rens Millander, of Louisiana, praying for con- 
firmation of sales of public lands in the New Or- 
leans land district; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 


Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported back, with an amendment, the bill 
to apply certain aliernate sections of the public 
domain towards the completion of works of in- 
ternal improvements in the State of Michigan, and 
for other purposes, accompanied by a special re- 
port; which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which had been re- 
ferred sundry memorials from all parts of the 
United States, and resolutions adopted by the Le- 
gislatures of the States, in favor of restricting the 
franking privilege, and of reducing the rates of 
postage, reported a bill to limit the use and correct 
the abase of the franking privilege;-and a bill to 
reduce the rates of postage; which were read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 


(The bill concerning postages fixes the rate on 
all single letters carried a distance not exceeding 
thirty miles, at five cents; for all distances exceed- 
ing thirty miles, ten cents. Double, triple, and 
quadruple letters, in the same proportion. On 
newspapers, not exceeding in dimension 1,350 
square inches, one cent postage; on papers exceed- 
ing that dimension, one cert additional for every 
5 square inches above the 1,350 square inches.] 

Mr. WALKER remarked that the Committee 
on the Judiciary, to which had been referred the 
memorial of John Grant, of Mississippi, praying 
certain compensation, had instructed him to report 
the following resolation, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to commu- 
nicate to the Senate a copy of the contract made with John 
Grant, for dredging the channel of the Choctaw pass, in the 
harbor of Mobile, in October, 1836; together with the date of 
the cancellation of the said contract, and the reasons therefor; 
also, a copy of any contract made with others for said work 
since 1536, and when the work was commenced under euch con- 
tract; together witha statement of all the moneys expended in 
improving said Choctaw pass since 1836; also, a copy of the 
contract for excavations in the Dog river bar, and when said ex- 
cavations commenced under said contract, and the price paid 
for any machines to execute that work; also, a statement ofthe 
time consumed in the construction of the steam dredging ma- 
chine built for the removal of the bar atthe mouth of the Mia. 
sissipp!, inclading the time of transportation and other delays, 
until the work of excavating commenced. 

The resolution was then read and adopted. 

On moiion ef Mr. CONRAD, the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury touching the question 
of refunding certain purchase money to citizens 
of Louisiana, was taken from the table, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Commitiee on the Ju- 








diciary, reported back, without amendmen: 
with a recommendation that it do pass, the } 
from the House entitled “An act to transfer ion. 
trustees of Centre College, in Kentucky, tue 
heretofore granted to the Kentucky Asylum ¢, 
the teaching the Deaf and Dumb ” 

Mr. B., from the same committee, reported 
bill to settle the title to Pea Paich island, jg 
river Delaware; which was read, and ordered to 
second reading. ' 

The following bills were then read the third 
time, and passed: 

The bill for the benefit of the Planters’ Bank of 
Mississippi, and the Agricultural Bank of Migi,, 
sippi; an 

The bill to amend the charter of the 
Alexandria, in the District of Colambia. 

The bill for the relief of ‘Richard H. Wilde 
granting him the benefit of the copyright laws of 
the United States to a certain work of his on [igi 
ian literature, notwithstanding such work may be 
first published in England) was takes up and 
the third time; and the question then being ‘“gha)) 
the bill pass?” 

Mr. TAPPAN made some remarks adverse tp 
to its passage, and demanded the yeas and hays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. BERRIEN made some remarks in favor of 
the bill; when 

The question being taken on its passage, it was 
determined in the affirmative—yeas 24, nays 15, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a petition from 
Balie Peyton, now of New Orleans, praying the 
payment of the award of certain arbitrators, for 
property taken by the United States on which to 
erect a light-house; which was referred to the Com: 
mittee on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. RIVES, the House bill for 
the relief of Teackle Savage, administrator of 
Bolitha Laws, which had been reported adversely 
upon by the Committee on Claims, was taken up 
and recommitted to that commitiee—some addi- 
tional testimony in favor of the claim involved hay. 
ing been received. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee op 
Military Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
Mary W. Thompson; which was read, and order. 
ed to a second reading; ard the report accompany: 
ing ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented several memori- 
als from the cities of New York, Buffalo, and 
Troy, in the State of New York, in favor of the 
plan for the board of exchequer recommended by 
the Executive; which were ordered to lie on the 


table. 
OREGON TERRITORY. 


The b'll for the occupation and settlement of the 
Territory of Oregon came up on its passage, a 
the unfinished business of yesterday. 

Mr. WOODBURY, who was entitled to the 
floor, addressed the Senate at considerable length 
in support of the bill. 

He considered the Oregon Territory as incon 
testably ours, as any other of our possessions, 
There was no more reason against our occapying 
it, than there could have been against our exercising 
jurisdiction over Iowa or Wisconsin when we 
placed them under our territorial government, 
There could be only one of two objections to out 
exercising the same ownership—one of which was, 
that we entertain some doubt of our title; and the 
other, that it may be inexpedient to exercise out 
undoubied right. 

To neither of these reasons cou!d he accede. In- 
deed, so far as regards the first, he was glad to find 
that ihere was not a single member of the Senale 
who seemed to entertain the slightest doubt of out 
just title to the entire of the territory. All contend 
that our right to all we claim is indefeasible. Why 
then, should there be any hesitation about €xer 
cising our ownership over the territory? The dis 
pute between us and England never can be abt 
that; for she does not profess to deny our right 
territory. She may reasonably confine us 1 
letier of the existing treaty; but, in doing 
is necessarily bound to show that she conforms 
strictly to it herself. If she gives it a co 
which we hitherio have not given to it, she ca® 
have no just cause of complaint should we sdopi 
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